
 

 

AGENDA CATEGORY: 
 
BUSINESS SESSION: 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR: 
 
STUDY SESSION: 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 

CITY / SA / HA / FA MEETING DATE:  January 21, 2014 

ITEM TITLE: APPROVE A REQUEST TO WAIVE 
UNDERGROUND WIRING REQUIREMENTS FOR 
IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT IMPROVEMENTS AT 
THE MARSHALL SUBSTATION 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Approve Waiver to Underground Wiring No. 2013-004, waiving the underground 
wiring requirements of La Quinta Municipal Code Section 8.03.030 for overhead 
line improvements established by Imperial Irrigation District at the Marshall 
substation, subject to the findings in Exhibit A. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 
 The City received a complaint from a resident in the area regarding installation 

of overhead power lines at the Marshall substation. 
 

 The La Quinta Municipal Code (LQMC) requires such facilities to be placed 
underground, but also provides a waiver request procedure where a hardship or 
other inability to comply can be shown. 

 
 Imperial Irrigation District (IID) contends that pre-existing in-ground water and 

electrical utilities prevent undergrounding of the subject installation, and that the 
property owner concern has been addressed by changing the pole location. 

 
BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS: 
 
The subject electrical utility improvement consists of two, 45-foot tall poles that 
suspend electrical wiring along the east side of the Marshall substation 
(Attachment 1).  IID installed these improvements in December 2013; a complaint 
received from a nearby resident prompted staff to contact IID and inform them of 
the undergrounding requirements.  Subsequently, IID submitted a request to waive 
those requirements (Attachment 2).  They have also relocated the southernmost 
pole farther north on the substation site (Attachment 3) in response to the 
aforementioned resident complaint.  IID represents that the property owner is in 
agreement with that solution. 
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Staff has reviewed the request against Section 8.03.030 of the LQMC, pertaining 
to underground wiring and the waiver request criteria.  No City permits were 
needed as the improvement is not in any City right-of-way.  While the Coachella 
Valley Water District (CVWD) did issue an encroachment permit, it required that IID 
install the wiring above ground in order to meet necessary safety clearance 
requirements for existing CVWD improvements.   
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 
The City Council may deny the waiver request, impose conditions or continue 
consideration according to LQMC Section 8.03.030, which allows City Council up 
to thirty additional days to make its decision once the application has been brought 
before them.  Denial of the request would require the service be provided 
underground via a route that avoids existing CVWD improvements, which has been 
identified by IID as being infeasible. 
 
Report prepared by:  Wally Nesbit, Principal Planner 
Report approved for submission by:  Les Johnson,  
                                                    Community Development Director 
 
Attachments: 1.  Location Map 
 2. IID Waiver Request Letter 
 3. Relocated Pole Photo  
 
 



FINDINGS OF APPROVAL  
WAIVER FROM UNDERGROUND WIRING 2013-004 
IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
JANUARY 21, 2014      
 

 

CITY COUNCIL FINDINGS 
 
The La Quinta City Council has reviewed the waiver request, as submitted by 
Imperial Irrigation District (IID) on December 30, 2013, in regard to certain utility 
improvements installed at the IID Marshall substation.  In accordance with Title 8 
of the La Quinta Municipal Code, Section 8.030.30, Article 120.6, the La Quinta 
City Council hereby makes the following findings of fact: 
 
1. The Imperial Irrigation District did submit a request (WUW 2014-004) under 

Section 8.03.030 of the La Quinta Municipal Code, requesting a waiver to the 
utility undergrounding requirements of said Section pursuant to the provisions of 
Article 120.6 of said Section. 
 

2. The request was accepted by the Community Development Department, and a 
review of the facts and circumstances was conducted with the assistance of 
the La Quinta Public Works Department. 

 
3. Subsequent to conducting the review, both the Community Development and 

Public Works Departments have recommended that the waiver request be 
granted. 
 

4. Based on the recommendation of the Community Development and Public 
Works Departments, the La Quinta City Council finds that the underground 
wiring requirements of La Quinta Municipal Code Section 8.03.030 are 
unreasonable, impractical and cause undue hardship to the Applicant in this 
case, due to certain pre-existing underground utility improvements of the 
Coachella Valley Water District and the Imperial Irrigation District, which 
preclude the underground installation of the utility facilities in question. 

 

  

EXHIBIT A 
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Location of two IID poles and overhead wiring 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

LOCATION MAP 
 

WUW 2014-004 
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ATTACHMENT  2
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