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RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Approve the Pillars of the Community nominations as submitted. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 

 Under the direction of the City Council at the last City Council Meeting, 
additional information has been included with each Pillar of the Community 
nomination form containing background information for each nominee.  
 

 The nomination process will undergo a re-design with direction from the City 
Council and will be brought back for approval prior to the next nomination 
period.  Currently the program is offered annually, however with Council 
approval it could be offered on a biennial basis. 
   

 This year’s nominations are attached (Attachments 1 through 5) for Council 
consideration and approval as “Pillars of the Community” for the 2014 
program.  
 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
The total cost, which includes adding the names to the pillar wall and creating the 
glass pillar plaques, will be approximately $300.  There is sufficient funding in the 
Community Services Special Events budget. 
 
BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS:  
 
On March 4, 2014, the City Council directed staff to seek additional information for 
the 2014 “Pillar of the Community” nominees.  This additional information includes 
biographical and background information for each nominee and his or her 
contributions to the City of La Quinta.  In addition, the Council advised staff to re-
design the nomination form to include specific questions about the nominee’s 
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contributions to the City of La Quinta, and include additional space for biographical 
information.  Staff will review the form and the nominating process and will provide 
recommendations prior to the 2015 “Pillar of the Community” nomination period.  
 
For the 2014 “Pillar of the Community” program, five nominations have been 
submitted for consideration.  The chart below contains updated information from 
the attached biographical submissions.  These nominations include: 
 

Name Residency 
Since 

Contributions 

Robert Radi 2007 Member of the Cove Neighborhood Association; 
designer of the 9/11 Memorial Art Piece; adopted 
two City parks for winter overseeding 

Ed Alderson 2000 Former Planning Commission Chairperson; served 
on CV Rescue Mission Board of Directors 

Joan Rebich 1992 Served on the Community Services Commission; 
Steward of the Fred Wolff Nature Preserve 

Richard Anderson 2003 La Quinta Rotarian; served on the Trilogy Board 
of Directors and Trilogy Community Services 
Organization 

Angel Rojas 2003 Community Services Martial Arts Instructor; 
youth event volunteer; youth softball coach 

 
Pursuant to City Council direction, the annual County of Riverside’s Senior 
Inspiration Award program recipient would automatically be included in the “Pillars 
of the Community.”  Local service groups nominate one person from each city in 
the Valley, and then present them to the Community Services Commission, who 
recommends an applicant to the City Council.  Ms. Phyllis Stuchul is La Quinta’s 
2013 Senior Inspiration Award recipient and she will be recognized this year. 
 
Once the City Council approves the nominees to be recognized, invitations will be 
sent for the Pillars of the Community event scheduled for April 10, 2014 at 11:00 
a.m. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 
Approve nominations per program guidelines for any or all nominations received.   
 
Report prepared by:  Tustin Larson, Recreation Supervisor 
Report approved for submission by:  Edie Hylton, Community Services Director 
 
Attachments: Nominations and Biographical Information for: 

1. Robert Radi  
   2. Ed Alderson  
   3. Joan Rebich  
   4. Richard Anderson  
   5. Angel Rojas  
 





 





 





 













 













 




