
 
 

       Department Report: ___________ 

 
TO: The Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
    
FROM: Les Johnson, Community Development Director 
 
DATE:  April 15, 2014 
 
SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT REPORT – FOOD TRUCK REGULATIONS 
 
 
This memo discusses food truck regulations and provides information pertaining to 
the City’s current regulations, and a sampling of what other cities are doing to 
address the County ordinance, which became effective April 8, 2014. 
 
RIVERSIDE COUNTY ORDINANCE 
An amendment to Riverside County Ordinance 580, which regulates Mobile Food 
Facilities (MMF), went into effect April 8, 2014.  The amendment provides 
opportunity for mobile food vendors to operate full food preparation and service 
kitchens from their trucks.  MFF’s are now regulated under the Riverside County 
Health Department’s restaurant letter-grade system.  The amendment requires a one-
year phase-in period for MFF’s to operate exclusively at approved events, prior to 
allowing general operation via issuance of an annual permit.  The annual permit is 
also required for MFF’s to operate within any cities in Riverside County. 
 
CURRENT CITY OF LA QUINTA PROVISIONS 
Regulations related specifically to any type of MFF are found in La Quinta Municipal 
Code Section 12.28.100, Standing of merchandise or food vehicles.  Current 
provisions limit any stop time to 10 minutes, and only if requested by “a bona fide 
customer or purchaser.”  The MFF is not allowed to operate within 300 feet of any 
school property.  However, vehicle weight and length limitations are identified, 
which typical MFF’s exceed.  This title also addresses parking of vehicles on private 
property and public rights-of-way that effectively limit operation of an MFF.  
However, parking an MFF on private property might be permissible in some 
instances with the property owner’s permission.  
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OTHER CITIES 
The City of Palm Desert recently adopted an ordinance specifically addressing 
MFF’s.  The ordinance prohibits the operation of MFF’s within 750 feet of an 
existing eating/drinking establishment, unless part of an approved event, and within 
1,500 feet of any school property, except where the enrollment is primarily 18 years 
and over.  Operating on a major street is not allowed if speed limits are greater than 
35 miles per hour.  The ordinance also limits hours of operation from 9:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. between October 1 and April 30, and from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
between May 1 and Sept. 30.  In addition, when a food vending truck will remain 
parked in one location for over one hour, it must be located within 200 feet of a 
legally approved and accessible toilet and hand-wash facility. 
 
The City of Indio also recently adopted an ordinance.  It addresses MFF’s as well as 
push-cart vendors.  Food truck or pushcart vendors cannot operate on public streets 
within 300 feet of any school between 7:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on school days 
without prior written permission from the school.  Vendors can only stay in a 
designated area for a maximum of one hour, cannot return to that same spot within 
a four-hour period, and cannot operate on public streets within 100 feet of an 
intersection, crosswalk, traffic light or stop sign. 
 
In other cities, Indian Wells has discussed the issue of MFF regulation, but has not 
yet concluded anything.  Rancho Mirage has discussed possibly prohibiting MFF’s, 
and Palm Springs has placed a 6-month stay pending a draft of an ordinance to 
address them.  No information is currently available for Cathedral City or Coachella 
to date. 
 
POTENTIAL ISSUES/CONCERNS 
One issue that has become evident is restricting the operation of MFF’s within a 
certain distance of existing “brick-and-mortar” restaurants.  The Southern California 
Mobile Food Vendors Association has expressed displeasure with Palm Desert’s 750-
foot buffer requirement and may challenge that standard.  
 
A concern on a larger scale is consistency between city regulations.  For example, 
Palm Desert prohibits operation within 1,500 feet of a school, while Indio establishes 
a 300-foot limit.  However, the intent of the County ordinance is to regulate how 
these facilities function from a health and safety perspective, and to leave zoning, 
economic and other related issues up to the individual cities. 
 
Attachment 1 contains news articles summarizing action taken by Riverside County, 
Palm Springs and Palm Desert. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Based upon La Quinta’s current regulations in comparison to the recent actions 
taken by other Coachella Valley cities, it is recommended that no action to amend 
the La Quinta Municipal Code be taken at this time.  To date, limited interest in 



 
 

MFF’s have been identified, which have primarily focused upon MFF use at special 
events.  This type of use would be addressed in conjunction with a temporary use 
permit.  Staff would recommend further consideration occur in accordance with and 
in response to community interest. 
 
Attachment:  1. News articles 
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