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RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Approve an Art Purchase Agreement with Marie Barbera for the design and 
installation of a sculpture at the Eisenhower Drive and Calle Sinaloa roundabout and 
authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement.  
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 

 A request for proposals (RFP) was sent to artists for the design and 
installation of a sculpture for the Eisenhower Drive and Calle Sinaloa 
roundabout. 

 
 Ms. Marie Barbera was the artist selected by the Community Services 

Commission for recommendation to the City Council. 
 

 The artwork is a bronze sculpture of a Cahuilla mother and child holding 
baskets (Attachment 1). 

 
 An Art Purchase Agreement has been developed to design, create, and install 

the sculpture (Attachment 2).   
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
The Art Purchase Agreement for the project is $81,360.  Funding is available for 
this project in the Art in Public Places Fund.  
 
BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS:  
 
The City Council approved an RFP to be distributed to artists for the design and 
installation of a sculpture located at the Eisenhower Drive and Calle Sinaloa 
Roundabout.  The Cove Neighborhood Association has been involved with this 
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project since inception and requested that it include a figurative historic Cahuilla 
theme. The RFP was sent out because this is specialized art work and the size and 
scope of the work would not be available at the La Quinta Arts Festival. 
 
At the March 10, 2014 Community Services Commission meeting, three artists 
presented their designs and outlined how the art project was to be completed.  
Artists were ranked on experience, approach to the project, project schedule, 
qualifications, and written and verbal presentation.  Ms. Barbera, who participated 
in the 2014 La Quinta Arts Festival, was selected by the Commission for her 
extensive experience in Native American sculptures and the quality of her work. 
Ms. Barbera’s sculptures have been commissioned in several states including 
Arizona, Colorado and Ohio (see Attachment 3).  This project would be the first 
public artwork by Ms. Barbera in the Coachella Valley.  
 
The sculpture, in copper and bronze patinas, will stand approximately seven feet 
tall and three feet wide.  It will be placed on the south side of the existing pony 
wall, integrated into the three palm trees.   
 
ALTERNATIVES: 

Should the Council wish to seek additional artists, staff would issue another RFP. 
 
Report prepared by:  Edie Hylton, Community Services Director 
Report approved for submission by:  Frank J. Spevacek, City Manager 
 
Attachments: 1. Cahuilla mother and child holding baskets Maquette 
 2. Art Purchase Agreement 
 3. Artist Information 





 
























































