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RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Review and discuss a status report recently submitted to the Federal and State 
Wildlife agencies regarding the establishment of a barrier fence to prevent access 
of Peninsular Bighorn Sheep onto certain La Quinta properties. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 

 In March 2014, the Coachella Valley Conservation Commission (CVCC) and 
the City received a joint letter from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (Agencies) providing written notice 
that Peninsular Bighorn Sheep, an endangered and protected species, are 
coming onto several La Quinta golf courses (Attachment 1).  
 

 The Agencies require a report be submitted to them within six months, 
which was provided on August 28, 2014, and a fence be constructed within 
two years of the written notice.  

 
 The August 28, 2014 CVCC  status report in response to the notification 

(Attachment 2) is being presented to City Council for review and feedback. 
  

 The proposed fence is 8.3 miles long and 8 feet high. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
The estimated cost from CVCC to install chain link fence for the 8.3 miles of fence 
outlined in the plan ranges from $2.4 to $3.3 million.  There is $1 million in the 
2014/2015 CVCC budget for the construction of a fence.  
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City staff solicited a fence contractor to provide an estimate for compliant fencing 
at SilverRock (not including the Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) section). 
The 1.2 mile SilverRock fence estimate  is$679,250.  This   cost estimate includes  
administration, design, inspection, and contingency costs.   
 
BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS:  
 
The Agencies provided formal written notice to CVCC and the City that Peninsular 
Bighorn Sheep are coming onto the SilverRock, PGA West and the Quarry golf 
courses.  Along with the Big Horn Institute, the Agencies indicate wildland-urban 
interface of the sheep make them subject to risk of injury, death from drowning in 
the canal, vehicle strikes, intestinal parasites from ingesting turf and grasses and 
other potential urban-related hazards.  As a result, they have mandated that an 
access barrier be established within two years.  Such a barrier has historically 
resulted in an eight-foot high fence, as seen in Rancho Mirage.  
 
The CVCC prepared a status report in response to the notification received in 
March.  The status report provides a map of the location of the proposed fence, a 
summary of each section of the fence in relation to golf and other developments, a 
preliminary estimate of the fence costs, provisions for the California Environmental 
Quality Act analysis, and a draft plan with a preliminary timeline of the fence 
project.   
 
The 8.3 miles of proposed fence will be constructed along the properties of The 
Quarry, Lake Cahuilla, PGA West, SilverRock, and The Tradition.  Coordination with 
Federal and CVWD lands will also be needed.  These communities will be required 
to provide easement for the fence to be constructed on their property, as well as 
funding for the fence.  The material being specified is non-chain link (except for the 
CVWD section) eight-foot high panels with the openings not to exceed 2 inches by 
6 inches.  This specification is similar to the design used in Rancho Mirage.  Chain 
link fence meets barrier requirements for the Bighorn Sheep but does not comply 
with La Quinta’s Municipal Code.  
 
As part of the mitigation requirements for the development of the SilverRock 
property, the City is required to construct a fence if the sheep should come onto 
the property.  Additionally, as part of the recent Coachella Canal relocation effort, 
the Coachella Valley Water District is constructing an eight-foot high fence on the 
west side of the canal from Avenue 54 to the No. 16 tee at SilverRock.   
 
The CVCC and City staff is continuing to seek alternatives to a fence that would 
prove effective and manage the costs.  The report identifies potential water 
sources for the sheep located in the mountains.  The severe drought has caused 
the sheep to seek food and water on the golf courses and other urban areas.  
CVCC staff will work with wildlife agencies to determine if providing water sources 
is feasible.  



ALTERNATIVES: 

This is an informational report from the CVCC; therefore, staff has no alternatives. 

Report prepared by:  Steve Howlett, Golf, Parks and Facilities Manager  
Report approved for submission by:  Edie Hylton, Deputy City Manager 

Attachments: 1. Notice from Agencies
2. Status report
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