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RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Adopt a resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into a Purchase and Sale 
Agreement with Desert Land Holdings, LLC for the sale of certain city owned 
property located on the east side of Jefferson Street between Palm Circle Drive and 
the Whitewater Channel. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 
 The subject property consists of several lots that were formerly single family 

homes acquired by the City to widen Jefferson Street.  Approximately 30 feet 
of the former lots remain after the street and parkway improvements were 
installed. 

   
 Mr. Jim Snellenberger of Desert Land Holdings, LLC (Developer) recently 

acquired an adjacent vacant lot that was formerly two golf holes. 
 
 The Developer desires to combine the City’s remainder lots with his adjacent 

vacant lot for the future development of 16 single-family residential units. 
 

 As an incentive to the City and the project’s neighboring community, the 
Developer has offered to provide a sewer utility stub allowing for future sewer 
connection of existing units at the adjacent Westward Isle development. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
The City would receive approximately $25,000 in land sale income.  Staff 
recommends that these sale proceeds be deposited into the Economic Development 
Investment Fund.   
 
BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS: 
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The subject property represents a remainder area originating from nine lots (former 
single-family residential homes) the City acquired in 2005 to widen Jefferson 
Street.  All but approximately the east 30 feet of these lots were utilized for road 
widening and associated parkway improvements.  The size of the subject property 
is estimated to be 25,000 square feet (Subject Property).  
 
The Developer desires to purchase the Subject Property and combine it with an 
adjacent vacant parcel to the east, which was previously used as two golf holes 
associated with the Indian Springs Golf Course.  The Developer proposes 
subdividing this larger parcel into 16 single-family residential lots.  
 
The Developer has met with representatives from the adjacent Westward Isle 
residential community and discussed the proposed single-family development.  
Westward Isle is a 28-unit condominium community developed approximately 40 
years ago. All 28 units are currently on septic systems.  The Developer has offered 
to provide a sewer utility stub in that would allow Westward Isle units to connect 
to sewer. 
 
The Purchase and Sale Agreement facilitates the sale of the Subject Property to 
Desert Land Holdings, LLC for $1 per square foot, subject to tentative tract map 
approval and establishing a sewer utility stub for future sewer connection of the 
Westward Isle residential units.  This value was determined by reviewing the value 
the Subject Property provides the 16 unit development, and the benefits the 
Westward Isle subdivision would gain from the sewer utility stub.   
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 
Council may elect to not enter into a Purchase and Sale Agreement or provide 
direction regarding the terms contained in the Purchase and Sale Agreement. 
 
Report prepared by:  Les Johnson, Community Development Director 
Report approved for submission by:  Frank J. Spevacek, City Manager 
 
Attachments: 1.  Vicinity Map 
 2. Purchase and Sale Agreement 



 

RESOLUTION NO. 2014 –  
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LA QUINTA, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING AN AGREEMENT 
FOR PURCHASE AND SALE AND ESCROW 
INSTRUCTIONS BETWEEN THE CITY OF LA QUINTA 
AND DESERT LAND HOLDINGS, LLC FOR CERTAIN 
PROPERTY LOCATED ON THE EAST SIDE OF 
JEFFERSON STREET BETWEEN PALM CIRCLE DRIVE 
AND THE WHITEWATER CHANNEL 

 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of La Quinta (“City”) desires to see efficient use of land 
and provide opportunity for quality and vibrant development; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, such development is in accordance with the goals, policies and 
programs of the La Quinta General Plan; and, 
 

WHEREAS, City staff has negotiated an Agreement for Purchase and Sale 
and Escrow Instructions ("Agreement") with Desert Land Holdings, LLC 
(“Developer”) (“Exhibit 1” attached), pursuant to which the City has agreed to sell 
to Developer certain real property located on the east side of Jefferson Street 
between Palm Circle Drive and the Whitewater Channel, comprising of 
approximately 25,000 square feet, in the amount of $1.00 per square foot, 
pursuant to the terms and conditions set forth in the Agreement. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City 
of La Quinta, California as follows: 
 
SECTION 1. That the above recitals are true and correct and incorporated herein. 
 
SECTION 2. That the City Council of the City of La Quinta, California, hereby finds 
and determines that the sale of said property is in the best interests of the citizens 
of the City of La Quinta. 
 
SECTION 3. The Agreement (“Exhibit 1”), a copy of which is on file with the City 
Clerk, is hereby approved.  The City Council authorizes and directs the City 
Manager and City Attorney to make any final modifications to the Agreement that 
are consistent with the substantive terms of the Agreement approved hereby, and 
to thereafter sign the Agreement on behalf of the City. 
 
SECTION 4. The City Council authorizes and directs the City Manager to (i) sign 
such other and further documents, including but not limited to escrow instructions, 
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and (ii) take such other and further actions, as may be necessary and proper to 
carry out the terms of the Agreement. 
 
 PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council 
of the City of La Quinta held this 4th day of November, 2014, by the following 
vote: 
 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSENT: 
 
ABSTAIN: 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       DON ADOLPH, Mayor 
       City of La Quinta, California 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
SUSAN MAYSELS, City Clerk 
City of La Quinta, California 
 
(CITY SEAL) 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
WILLIAM H. IHRKE, City Attorney 
City of La Quinta, California 
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