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RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Approve the Pillars of the Community nominations as recommended by the 
Community Services Commission. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 

 Per Council direction at the March 18, 2014 City Council meeting, the 
nomination process for the Pillars of the Community Program was re-
designed to include more biographical information on the nominees, omit the 
signature requirement, and present nominations to the Community Services 
Commission for review and recommendation.  
 

 This year’s nominations (Attachments 1 through 6), were presented to the 
Community Services Commission on March 9, 2015, and they recommended 
five of the six nominees. 
 

 Upon City Council approval of the nominees to be recognized, invitations will 
be sent for the Pillars of the Community event scheduled for April 15, 2015 
at 11:00 a.m. 
 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
The estimated cost for adding the names to the pillar wall and creating the glass 
pillar plaques is $300.  There is sufficient funding in the Community Services 
Special Events budget. 
 
BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS:  
 
On February 19, 2002, City Council approved criteria for the Pillars of the 
Community program, which included: 1) La Quinta residency for a minimum of 
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three years, 2) significant contribution to the development of the City, 3) 
recognition for contribution efforts, and 4) signatures from 25 residents stating 
support for the candidate. 
 
During the March 18, 2014 City Council meeting, Council recommended 
redesigning the nomination form and updating the criteria to omit the need for the 
25 resident signatures and to require more biographical information from the 
candidates.  In addition, the Council requested that future Pillar nominations be 
presented to the Community Services Commission for review and recommendation 
before being presented to the City Council.   
 
Six nominations were submitted to the Community Services Commission.  The 
chart below contains summarized information from the attached biographical 
submissions:   
 
Name Residency 

Since 
Contributions 

Don Adolph 1989 Former Mayor of La Quinta, numerous local, 
regional, and state boards and committees. 

Terry Henderson 1985 Former City Council Member, numerous local, 
regional, and state boards and committees. 

Eddie Gilreath 1994 Music industry executive, Black Music 
Association Board Member, Creator of La Quinta 
Black History Month program.  

John Walling 1980 Former Planning Commissioner, Architect of the 
original Senior Center building.  

Don Arends 1990 Former President of the La Quinta Historical 
Society, La Quinta Ambassador at Palm Springs 
Air Museum.   

Kristy Franklin 1988 Current Mayor Pro Tempore, numerous local, 
regional, and state boards and committees.   

 
On March 9, 2015 the Community Services Commission unanimously voted to 
recommend Don Adolph, Terry Henderson, Eddie Gilreath, John Walling, and Don 
Arends for the 2015 Pillars of the Community awards program.  The Commission 
inquired about a policy regarding the nomination of current City Council members. 
Although there is no policy,  the Commission decided not to recommend Mayor Pro 
Tempore Kristy Franklin during her term as a current City Council Member. 
 
Pursuant to City Council direction, the annual County of Riverside’s Senior 
Inspiration Award program recipient would automatically be included in the Pillars 
of the Community.  Local service groups nominate one person from each City in 
the Coachella Valley, and then present them to the Community Services 
Commission, who recommends an applicant to the City Council.  Barbara Paumier 
is La Quinta’s 2014 Senior Inspiration Award recipient and will be recognized this 
year. 
 
The Pillars of the Community event is scheduled for April 15, 2015 at 11:00 a.m. 



 

 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 
Council may choose and approve any number of nominations that meet the 
program criteria. 
 
Report prepared by:  Tustin Larson, Marketing & Events Supervisor 
Report approved for submission by:  Frank J. Spevacek, City Manager 
 
Attachments: 1. Don Adolph Nomination 
   2. Terry Henderson Nomination 
   3. Eddie Gilreath Nomination  
   4. John Walling Nomination 
   5. Don Arends Nomination 
   6. Kristy Franklin Nomination 
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