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CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA 

 
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

78-495 Calle Tampico, La Quinta 
 

REGULAR MEETING ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2017 
3:00 P.M. CLOSED SESSION | 4:00 P.M. OPEN SESSION 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
ROLL CALL: Councilmembers:  Fitzpatrick, Peña, Radi, Sanchez, Mayor Evans 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
At this time, members of the public may address the City Council on any matter not listed on 
the agenda.  Please complete a "Request to Speak" form and limit your comments to three 
minutes.  The City Council values your comments; however in accordance with State law, no 
action shall be taken on any item not appearing on the agenda unless it is an emergency item 
authorized by GC 54954.2(b).  
 
CONFIRMATION OF AGENDA 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
1. CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS PURSUANT TO 

GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 54956.8 FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 77895 
CALLE MONTEZUMA (APN 773-101-005) 
CITY NEGOTIATOR:    FRANK J. SPEVACEK, CITY MANAGER 
PROPERTY OWNER:  MICHAEL A. FISCHER SR., MICHAEL A. FISCHER JR. 
UNDER NEGOTIATION:  PRICE AND TERMS OF PAYMENT AND/OR DISPOSITION 

OF THE PROPERTY IDENTIFIED 
 

2. CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS PURSUANT TO 
GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 54956.8 FOR THE SIX PROPERTIES LISTED 
BELOW 
CITY NEGOTIATOR:    FRANK J. SPEVACEK, CITY MANAGER 
NEGOTIATING PARTIES:  OWNERS AS LISTED BELOW 
UNDER NEGOTIATION:  PRICE AND TERMS OF PAYMENT 

 

City Council agendas and staff reports
are available on the City’s 

web page: www.la-quinta.org 

Click here to return to Agenda
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1. 46300 DUNE PALMS ROAD – ENGLISH CONGREGATION OF JEHOVAH’S 
WITNESSES 

2. 46400 DUNE PALMS ROAD (PORTIONS) – CHIN FAMILY PROPERTIES, 
LIMITED 

3. 46400 DUNE PALMS ROAD, UNIT 58 – LETICIA ARIAS 
4. 46400 DUNE PALMS ROAD, UNIT 83 – JOSE AND IMELDA BENAVIDES 
5. 46400 DUNE PALMS ROAD, UNIT 82 – MARIA C. MARRUFO 
6. 46400 DUNE PALMS ROAD, UNIT 84 – GARCIA ROMERO 

 
3. CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS PURSUANT TO 

GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 54956.8 FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT: 
SILVERROCK RESORT (APNs 770-200-026; 776-150-021; 776-150-023; 770-
060-056; 770-060-057; 770-060-058; 770-060-059; 770-060-061; 770-060-
062; 777-490-004; 777-490-006; 777-490-007; 777-490-012 AND 777-490-
014) 
CITY NEGOTIATOR:    FRANK J. SPEVACEK, CITY MANAGER 
NEGOTIATING PARTIES:  ROBERT S. GREEN, SILVERROCK DEVELOPMENT  

COMPANY 
UNDER NEGOTIATION:   PRICE AND TERMS OF PAYMENT FOR THE SALE OF 

REAL PROPERTY 
 

RECESS TO CLOSED SESSION 
 
RECONVENE 
 
REPORT ON ACTIONS(S) TAKEN IN CLOSED SESSION 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
At this time, members of the public may address the City Council on any matter not listed on 
the agenda.  Please complete a "Request to Speak" form and limit your comments to three 
minutes.  The City Council values your comments; however in accordance with State law, no 
action shall be taken on any item not appearing on the agenda unless it is an emergency item 
authorized by GC 54954.2(b).            
         
ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRESENTATIONS AND WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 
 
1. MAINTENANCE FOREMAN ADOLFO CABRERA RETIREMENT PROCLAMATION 
      
CONSENT CALENDAR           
NOTE:  Consent Calendar items are routine in nature and can be approved by one motion. 
 
   PAGE

1. APPROVE MINUTES OF JANUARY 17, 2017 7

Click here to return to Agenda



 
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 3 FEBRUARY 7, 2017 
  

 
2. APPROVE MINUTES OF JANUARY 25, 2017 – COMMUNITY 

WORKSHOP SPECIAL MEETING 
 

13

3. ADOPT RESOLUTION TO AMEND PRINCIPAL PLANNER 
CLASSIFICATION WORKING TITLE TO SENIOR PLANNER (RESOLUTION 
NO. 2017-002) 
 

17

4. APPROVE DEMAND REGISTERS DATED JANUARY 10, 13, 20, AND 27, 
2017 
 

23

5. ACCEPT COVE OASIS TRAILHEAD IMPROVEMENTS LOCATED AT 
CALLE TECATE AND AVENIDA MADERO (PROJECT NO. 2015-11) 
 

51

6. ACCEPT YMCA BUILDING TURF CONVERSION (PROJECT NO. 2014-
01C) LOCATED AT 49955 MOON RIVER DRIVE 
 

55

7. AUTHORIZE OVERNIGHT TRAVEL FOR DEPUTY CITY CLERK TO 
ATTEND CITY CLERK ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA TECHNICAL 
TRAINING FOR CLERKS SERIES 300 IN RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA, 
MARCH 14-17, 2017 
 

59

8. AUTHORIZE OVERNIGHT TRAVEL FOR FIVE PLANNING 
COMMISSIONERS, THE DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR AND 
PLANNING MANAGER TO ATTEND THE ANNUAL PLANNING 
COMMISSIONERS ACADEMY IN LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, MARCH 
1-3, 2017 
 

63

9. AUTHORIZE OVERNIGHT TRAVEL FOR ACCOUNT TECHNICIAN IN THE 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT TO ATTEND TYLER USER CONFERENCE IN SAN 
ANTONIO, TEXAS, MAY 7-10, 2017 
 

65

10. RECEIVE AND FILE REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE REPORTS DATED 
NOVEMBER 30, 2016 

67

 
BUSINESS SESSION 
            
1. APPROPRIATE FUNDING, INCLUDE IN FISCAL YEAR 2016/17 BUDGET, 

AND AWARD A CONTRACT SERVICES AGREEMENT TO AMERICAN 
FENCE COMPANY, INC. FOR THE SILVERROCK RESORT TEMPORARY 
BIGHORN SHEEP FENCE 
 

73

2. APPROVE SECOND ROUND COMMUNITY SERVICES GRANTS FOR 
2016/17 
 

109

Click here to return to Agenda
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3. ADOPT RESOLUTION APPROVING A VACANT LAND PURCHASE 
AGREEMENT AND JOINT ESCROW INSTRUCTIONS BETWEEN THE CITY 
OF LA QUINTA AND BT-LJMJM, LLC, FOR CERTAIN VACANT PROPERTY 
NEAR THE INTERSECTION OF EISENHOWER DRIVE AND AVENIDA 
FERNANDO; APPROPRIATE $4,586,000 FROM UNAPPROPRIATED 
RESERVES; AND FIND IT EXEMPT FROM ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 15301, 15303, AND 15304 OF THE  
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (RESOLUTION NO. 2017-003) 
 

117

4. APPROVE TRANSIENT OCCUPANCY TAX INCENTIVE PROGRAM 
 

147

5. INTRODUCE FOR FIRST READING ORDINANCE NO. 554 AMENDING 
THE LA QUINTA MUNICIPAL CODE BY ADDING THE REQUIREMENT 
FOR LANDSCAPE-RELATED BUSINESSES TO COMPLETE A COURSE ON 
OVERSEEDING ALTERNATIVES AND WATER EFFICIENCY TO CHAPTER 
3.28 BUSINESS LICENSES AND CHAPTER 8.13 WATER EFFICIENT 
LANDSCAPING 

153

 
STUDY SESSION 
 
1. DISCUSS CANNABIS DELIVERY AND PROPOSITION 64 UPDATE 171
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS – NONE 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS  
 
1. CITY MANAGER – COUNCIL-COMMUNITY WORKSHOP WRAP-UP 191
2. CITY ATTORNEY 
3.  CITY CLERK 
4. COMMUNITY RESOURCES
5. DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT
6. FACILITIES 
7. POLICE QUARTERLY REPORT 195
 
MAYOR’S AND COUNCIL MEMBERS’ ITEMS 
 
REPORTS AND INFORMATIONAL ITEMS (Update as needed) 
 
1. CVAG COACHELLA VALLEY CONSERVATION COMMISSION (Evans) 
2. CVAG ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE (Evans) 
3. CVAG EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (Evans)
4. EAST VALLEY COALITION (Evans)
5. GREATER PALM SPRINGS CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU (Evans) 
6. LEAGUE OF CALIFORNIA CITIES DELEGATE  (Evans)
7. COACHELLA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT POLICY COMMITTEE (Evans) 

Click here to return to Agenda
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8. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS (Evans) 
9. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SUBCOMMITTEE (Evans & Radi) 
10. CALIFORNIA JOINT POWERS INSURANCE AUTHORITY (Fitzpatrick) 
11. COACHELLA VALLEY MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY (Fitzpatrick) 
12. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE INFO EXCHANGE COMMITTEE (Fitzpatrick) 
13. DESERT RECREATION DISTRICT COMMITTEE (Fitzpatrick and Radi) 
14. COACHELLA VALLEY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT COMMITTEE (Fitzpatrick and Peña)
15. AD HOC COMMITTEE TO EVALUATE CITY CANNABIS OPTIONS (Peña and 1 Vacancy)
16. CVAG PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE (Peña)
17. CVAG VALLEY-WIDE HOMELESSNESS COMMITTEE (Peña)
18. JACQUELINE COCHRAN REGIONAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY (Peña) 
19. CVAG TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE (Radi)
20. RIVERSIDE COUNTY TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION (RCTC) (Radi) 
21. SUNLINE TRANSIT AGENCY (Radi)
22. DESERT SANDS SCHOOL DISTRICT COMMITTEE (Radi and Sanchez) 
23. ANIMAL CAMPUS COMMISSION (Sanchez)
24. IID ENERGY CONSUMERS’ ADVISORY COMMITTEE (Sanchez)
25. PALM SPRINGS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT COMMISSION MINUTES 

DATED NOVEMBER 16, 2016 
203

26. PALM SPRINGS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT COMMISSION MINUTES 
DATED DECEMBER 21, 2016 

211

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

********************************* 
 

The next regular meeting of the City Council will be held on February 21, 2017 at 4:00 
p.m. at the City Hall Council Chambers, 78-495 Calle Tampico, La Quinta, CA  92253. 
 

 
DECLARATION OF POSTING 

 
I, Susan Maysels, City Clerk, of the City of La Quinta, do hereby declare that the 
foregoing Agenda for the La Quinta City Council meeting was posted on the City’s 
website, near the entrance to the Council Chambers at 78-495 Calle Tampico, and the 
bulletin boards at the Stater Brothers Supermarket at 78-630 Highway 111, and the La 
Quinta Cove Post Office at 51-321 Avenida Bermudas, on February 3, 2017. 
 
DATED: February 3, 2017 
 
 
SUSAN MAYSELS, City Clerk 
City of La Quinta, California 

 
 

Click here to return to Agenda
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Public Notices 
 

 The La Quinta City Council Chamber is handicapped accessible.  If special 
equipment is needed for the hearing impaired, please call the City Clerk’s office 
at 777-7103, twenty-four (24) hours in advance of the meeting and 
accommodations will be made. 

 If special electronic equipment is needed to make presentations to the City 
Council, arrangements should be made in advance by contacting the City 
Clerk’s office at 777-7103.  A one (1) week notice is required. 

 If background material is to be presented to the Councilmembers during a City 
Council meeting, please be advised that eight (8) copies of all documents, 
exhibits, etc., must be supplied to the City Clerk for distribution.  It is requested 
that this take place prior to the beginning of the meeting. 

 Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the City Council regarding 
any item(s) on this agenda will be made available for public inspection at the 
Community Development counter at City Hall located at 78-495 Calle Tampico, 
La Quinta, California, 92253, during normal business hours. 

Click here to return to Agenda
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CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 17, 2017 
 
 
A regular meeting of the La Quinta City Council was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by 
Mayor Evans. 

 
PRESENT: Councilmembers Fitzpatrick, Peña, Radi, Sanchez, Mayor Evans 
ABSENT: None 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Councilmember Peña led the audience in the pledge of allegiance. 
 
CONFIRMATION OF AGENDA – Confirmed  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON MATTERS NOT ON AGENDA - None 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRESENTATIONS AND WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 
 
1. PRESENTATION BY QUEEN SCHEHERAZADE AND HER COURT ON BEHALF OF 

THE RIVERSIDE COUNTY FAIR AND NATIONAL DATE FESTIVAL 
 
A presentation by Queen Scheherazade and her court was made on behalf of the 
upcoming Riverside County Fair and National Date Festival.  2017 representatives are 
all La Quinta High School students:  

Ngan Nyuyen - Queen Scheherazade 
Alyssah Moffatt – Princess Dunyazade 
Maya Jones - Princess Jasmine 

 
2. EAST VALLEY COALITION UPDATE 
 
Robert Wright, Coalition Manager presented a power point presentation on the 
progress of the East Valley Coalition with stimulating economic development in La 
Quinta.  
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
1. APPROVE MINUTES OF DECEMBER 20, 2016 
 
2. APPROVE MINUTES OF JANUARY 3, 2017 
 
3. APPROVE APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR THE LIBRARY HEATING 

VENTILATION AND AIR CONDITIONING CONTROL SYSTEM 

 CONSENT CALENDAR ITEM NO. 1 

7
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CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 2 JANUARY 17, 2017 
 

 
4. APPROVE REVISED FOURTH AMENDMENT TO SUNLINE JOINT POWERS 

TRANSPORTATION AGENCY AGREEMENT 
 
5. ACCEPT STATE FUNDING GRANT FROM SUPPLEMENTAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 

SERVICES ACCOUNT FOR FRONT LINE LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES AND 
APPROVE LOCAL EXPENDITURE PLAN 

 
6. APPROVE DEMAND REGISTERS DATE DECEMBER 30, 2016 AND JANUARY 6, 

2017 
 
7. AWARD CONTRACT TO CONSTRUCT THE CITY HALL MISCELLANEOUS 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT (PROJECT NO. 
2016-05) 

 
8. ACCEPT ART DONATION FROM JANICE OSBORNE 
 
Councilmember Radi thanked Janice Osborne for her art donation. 
 
MOTION – A motion was made and seconded by Councilmembers Radi/Fitzpatrick to 
approve the Consent Calendar as recommended.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
BUSINESS SESSION 
 
1. INTERVIEW AND APPOINT A RESIDENT TO FILL ONE VACANCY ON THE 

PLANNING COMMISSION FOR A TERM ENDING JUNE 30, 2017 
 
The following applicants gave a brief presentation on their qualifications: 

o Mary Caldwell 
o Javier Lopez 
o Leila Namvar 
o Ray Rooker  

 
City Clerk Maysels collected, tabulated and announced the votes as follows: 

Councilmember Fitzpatrick: Caldwell 
Councilmember Peña:  Caldwell 
Councilmember Radi:  Caldwell 
Councilmember Sanchez: Caldwell 
Mayor Evans:   Caldwell 
 

MOTION - A motion was made and seconded by Councilmembers Fitzpatrick/Radi to 
appoint Mary Caldwell to the Planning Commission for a term ending June 30, 2017.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 

8
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2. APPOINT TWO REPRESENTATIVES TO THE DESERT RECREATION DISTRICT 
COMMITTEE 

 
MOTION – A motion was made and seconded by Councilmembers Sanchez/Peña to 
appoint Councilmembers Fitzpatrick and Radi as City representatives on the Desert 
Recreation District Committee for a period of one year.   Motion passed unanimously. 
 
STUDY SESSION – None 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS – None 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
All reports are on file in the City Clerk’s Office. 
 
Community Resources Director Escobedo explained that, depending on the weather 
forecast tomorrow, the 19th Hole Block Party event schedule for the evening of 
January 20th may have to be rescheduled to next week due to possible heavy rains.  
Staff will keep Council informed.  Mr. Escobedo also explained the Community Services 
Commission’s decision to decline the invitation by Desert X to participate in the Desert 
Exhibition of Art Project this year, but to reconsider participation next year. 
 
Assistant Police Chief Walton explained that the ordinance adopted by Council on 
December 15, 2015 establishing a standardized emergency access to gated 
communities by law enforcement (Knox key system) now has 100% compliance by all 
gated communities.  He thanked Council on behalf of grateful La Quinta Officers.  
 
Fire Chief La Clair reported on recent department activity and the tour provided to new 
Councilmembers. 
 
MAYOR’S AND COUNCIL MEMBER’S ITEMS  
 
Mayor Evans announced that there is a survey on the City’s website regarding 
residents’ opinions on short-term vacation rentals, and urged residents to complete it. 
 
Mayor Evans also noted that late Supervisor John Benoit’s memorial, which was 
attended by all Councilmembers, was a fitting celebration of his life.  
 
REPORTS AND INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 
La Quinta’s representative for 2017, Mayor Evans reported on her participation in the 
following organizations meeting: 

 CVAG COACHELLA VALLEY CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
 
La Quinta’s representative for 2017, Councilmember Fitzpatrick reported on her 
participation in the following organization meeting: 

9
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 COACHELLA VALLEY MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY  
 

La Quinta’s representative for 2017, Councilmember Radi reported on his participation 
in the following organization meeting: 

 RIVERSIDE COUNTY TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

La Quinta’s representative for 2017, Councilmember Sanchez reported on his 
participation in the following organizations meeting: 

 IID ENERGY CONSUMERS’ ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
1. CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS PURSUANT TO 

GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 54956.8 FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT: 
SILVERROCK RESORT (APNs 770-200-026; 776-150-021; 776-150-023; 770-
060-056; 770-060-057; 770-060-058; 770-060-059; 770-060-061; 770-060-
062; 777-490-004; 777-490-006; 777-490-007; 777-490-012; 777-490-014 

 CITY NEGOTIATOR: FRANK J. SPEVACEK, CITY MANAGER 
 NEGOTIATING PARTIES: ROBERT S. GREEN, SILVERROCK DEVELOPMENT 

COMPANY 
 UNDER NEGOTIATION: PRICE AND TERMS OF PAYMENT FOR THE                       

SALE OF REAL PROPERTY 
 
 
2. CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS PURSUANT TO 

GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 54956.8 FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT THE 
NORTHEAST CORNER OF AVENUE 52 AND AVENIDA BERMUDAS (APN 770-
184-010) 

 CITY NEGOTIATOR:  FRANK J. SPEVACEK, CITY MANAGER 
 PROPERTY OWNER: CITY OF LA QUINTA 
 UNDER NEGOTIATION: PRICE AND TERM OF PAYMENT AND/OR DISPOSITION 
 OF THE PROPERTY IDENTIFIED 
 

MAYOR EVANS RECESSED THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING AT 5:32 P.M. TO (1) THE 
SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO THE LA QUINTA REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY MEETING, (2) 
THE LA QUINTA HOUSING AUTHORITY MEETING, AND (3) CITY COUNCIL CLOSED 
SESSION  

 
COUNCILMEMBER PEÑA RECUSED HIMSELF, LEFT THE ROOM AND DID NOT PARTICIPATE 
IN THE DISCUSSION REGARDING CLOSED SESSION ITEM NO. 2 DUE TO A POTENTIAL 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST BASED ON THE PROXIMITY OF THIS PROPERTY TO PROPERTY HE 
OWNS.  
 

MAYOR EVANS RECONVENED THE OPEN SESSION PORTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING AT 7:35 P.M. WITH ALL MEMBERS PRESENT 

10
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REPORT ON ACTION(S) TAKEN IN CLOSED SESSION: 
 
City Attorney Ihrke reported that Councilmember Peña recused himself on Closed 
Session Item No. 2 due to a potential conflict as noted above.  No actions were taken 
in Closed Session that requires reporting pursuant to Government Code section 
54957.1 (Brown Act).    
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, a motion was made and seconded by 
Councilmembers Fitzpatrick/Radi to adjourn at 7:36 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
SUSAN MAYSELS, City Clerk 
City of La Quinta, California 
 

11
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CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 1 JANUARY 25, 2017 
SPECIAL COMMUNITY WORKSHOP MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

SPECIAL MEETING – COMMUNITY WORKSHOP 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2017 

 
 
A special meeting of the La Quinta City Council was called to order at 5:15 p.m. by 
Mayor Evans. 

 
PRESENT: Councilmembers Fitzpatrick, Peña, Radi, Sanchez, Mayor Evans 
ABSENT: None 
 
There were a total of 46 attendees – 22 residents, 1 reporter (The Desert Sun), 5 
Councilmembers, and 18 City employees. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Mayor Evans led the audience in the pledge of allegiance. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON MATTERS NOT ON AGENDA – None  
 
CONFIRMATION OF AGENDA – Confirmed  
 
CLOSED SESSION – None 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRESENTATIONS AND WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS – None  
 
CONSENT CALENDAR – None  
 
BUSINESS SESSION – None  
 
STUDY SESSION 
 
1. MEASURE G INVESTMENT OPTIONS 
 
Mayor Evans explained the purpose of the workshop and introduced the facilitator, Ms. 
Cynthia Henson. 
 
Ms. Henson requested attendees to line up according to years lived in La Quinta, state 
their name, the number of years they have lived in the City, and one word describing 
their feeling about La Quinta.  The total cumulative years lived in La Quinta of all 
attendees was 423 years; the shortest span was 2 years and the longest 42 years.  The 
words used to describe why they live in the City were: fun, vistas, progressive, 

 
CONSENT CALENDAR ITEM NO. 2 

13
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SPECIAL COMMUNITY WORKSHOP MEETING 

opportunity, paradise, spiritual, recreation, welcoming, community, family, motivating, 
growth, and relationships. 
 
Participants were distributed “Measure G Investment Priorities Workshop” questioner 
and asked to complete it. 
 
City Manager Spevacek provided a comprehensive background on the City’s finances 
using the provided 10-year revenue projection chart. 
 
Finance Director Campos provided details on future revenues and expenditures, and 
the variable factors that impact them. 
 
City Manager Spevacek explained the Executive Team’s ideas on the identified “Big 
Rock” project topics: 
 

 Police and Fire Services Increase Fund 
 Expand Code Compliance and Enforcement 
 X-Park – La Quinta Skate Park (operations) 
 Fritz Burns Pool Refurbishment 
 North La Quinta Parkways (accelerated conversion) 
 Replace City Entry Monuments 
 Highway 111 Corridor Median Refurbishment 
 La Quinta Auto Center Parkway Refurbishment 
 Eisenhower Drive Drainage Improvements 
 Washington Street and Lake La Quinta Drive Drainage Improvements 
 Village Drainage Improvements 
 Washington Street and Avenue 50 Drainage Improvements 
 New Corporate Facility Yard 
 Economic Development Investments Village / Highway 111 
 Expanded Community Marketing Activities 

 
 COUNCILMEMBER PEÑA LEFT THE COMMUNITY WORKSHOP AT 6:00 P.M. 
 
Ms. Henson instructed the attendees to discuss and come up with any additional “Big 
Rock” projects that could be funded with Measure G revenues. 
 
Design and Development Director Jonasson explained the grant funds awarded to the 
City for village-area projects. 
 
Attendees identified the following additional “Big Rock” projects: 
 

 Amphitheatre (civic center or village area) 
 Theatre 
 Pool Complex (North La Quinta) 

14
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 Indoor Sports Complex 
 Community Center in North La Quinta 
 Pickle Ball Courts 
 Neutral Convention “Center” (multi-use facility) 
 Park Improvement Program 
 Bike and Pedestrian Connection to CV Link 
 In-house Marketing Agency 
 Electronic Version of the GEM 
 Off-street Parking at the top of the La Quinta Cove (Calle Tecate) 

 
Ms. Henson directed the attendees to rank the top three projects that are most 
important to them. 
 
The following projects were ranked as the top five most important: 
 

 Police and Fire Services Increase Fund (19 points) 
 Washington Street and Lake La Quinta Drive Drainage Improvements (15 points) 
 North La Quinta Parkways (accelerated conversion) (11 points) 
 Washington Street and Avenue 50 Drainage Improvements (9 points) 
 Eisenhower Drive Drainage Improvements (8 points) 

 
Marketing and Events Supervisor Marcie Graham presented an overview of the City’s 
advertising strategies and different venues residents can use to communicate with 
the City and obtain information about the City via the web, social media, Go Request, 
magazines, newspaper, television, street signs, etc. 
 
Community Resources Director Chris Escobedo and Financial Services Analyst 
Rosemary Hallick introduced “The PACE Palette,” a motivational exercise and an 
excellent tool to assist individuals in small and large groups to understand the value 
of having different temperaments working together.  This tool helps individuals look at 
their own strengths, while understanding the importance of different approaches to 
problem solving, organizing work, risk taking and interacting with people.  The City 
utilizes The PACE Palette to better understand staff’s strengths, retain qualified 
employees, accomplish productivity, and encourage and reward activities that 
promote the City’s vision, mission, and values as a highly performing organization. 
 
Ms. Henson handed out The PACE Palette to all attendees and asked them to complete 
the exercise.  She reviewed the results with the group and briefly discussed the 
strengths and challenges of each of the four personality color types: red – adventure, 
yellow – responsibility, blue – harmony, and green – curiosity. 
 
Residents thanked Mayor Evans, Councilmembers, City Manager, and City staff for 
creating opportunities for effective community involvement. 
 

15
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SPECIAL COMMUNITY WORKSHOP MEETING 

Mayor Evans and Councilmembers expressed their gratitude to all participants for 
giving their time, and encouraged residents to stay involved and to continue to 
provide input to Councilmembers and staff, and to attend future workshops. 
 
Ms. Henson requested attendees to line up in a circle and each use one word to 
describe their feeling about tonight’s workshop. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS – None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, a motion was made and seconded by 
Councilmembers Fitzpatrick/Radi to adjourn at 7:58 p.m.  Motion passed: ayes 4, noes 
0, absent 1 (Peña) 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
MONIKA RADEVA, Deputy City Clerk 
City of La Quinta, California 

16
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City of La Quinta 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  February 7, 2017 

STAFF REPORT 

AGENDA TITLE:  ADOPT RESOLUTION TO AMEND PRINCIPAL PLANNER CLASSIFICATION 
WORKING TITLE TO SENIOR PLANNER 

RECOMMENDATION 

Adopt a Resolution to amend the Principal Planner Classification Plan working title to 
Senior Planner. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 The Principal Planner in the Design and Development Department (Department)
has left for a position with an Orange County city and the City will be recruiting to
fill this position.

 This action only changes the working title of the position and does not affect the
pay-rate or job requirements.  This amendment will allow the City to competitively
recruit.

FISCAL IMPACT – None. 

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS 

The City’s Classification and Salary Plan (Plan) establishes job classifications and salary 
schedules.  The Plan is adopted via resolution and the City’s personnel policy requires that 
amendments be adopted by Council resolution. 

The Planning Division requested an assessment of the planning classifications.  Human 
Resources reviewed present and future needs in accordance with the American Planning 
Association’s (APA) recommended guidelines on job titles and duties.  The review 
determined that reclassifying the current Principal Planner position to Senior Planner 
would broaden the recruitment pool, as the Senior Planner title is more common in the 
industry.  In the past, the City has not had a Senior Planner position. 

ALTERNATIVES 

Staff does not recommend an alternative since this action would align the City’s planning 
positions with current industry practice and improve recruiting outcomes. 

Prepared by: Angela Scott, Human Resources Analyst 
Approved by: Chris Escobedo, Community Services Director 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEM NO. 3 
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 RESOLUTION NO. 2017 - 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA 
QUINTA, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING CLASSIFICATION PLAN 
WORKING TITLE PRINCIPAL PLANNER TO SENIOR 
PLANNER 

WHEREAS, the City Council previously approved and adopted the 2016/17 
Classification Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the City’s Personnel Policy Section 2.05, Preparation and 
Amendment of Classification Plan, requires amendments to the Classification Plan be 
adopted by a Resolution of the City Council; and 

WHEREAS, amendment of the current working title of Principal Planner to 
Senior Planner will allow the City to offer a competitive salary, improve the ability to 
recruit a talented pool of applicants, and accomplish the same functions associated 
with a Principal Planner. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of La Quinta, 
California, as follows: 

SECTION 1. The City does hereby approve and adopt the revisions to the Classification 
Plan for Fiscal Year 2016/17, attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by 
reference.  

PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the La Quinta City 
Council held on this 7th day of February, 2017, by the following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

_____________________________ 
LINDA EVANS, Mayor 
City of La Quinta, California 
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Resolution No. 2017- 
Classification Plan 
Adopted:  February 7, 2017 
Page 2 of 2 

ATTEST: 

__________________________________________ 
SUSAN MAYSELS, City Clerk 
City of La Quinta, California 

(CITY SEAL) 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

_______________________________________ 
WILLIAM H. IHRKE, City Attorney 
City of La Quinta, California 
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CLASSIFICATION SPECIFICATION AUTHORIZED WORKING TITLE RATING

Administrative
  Administrative Assistant Office Assistant A11
  Administrative Technician Administrative Technician B21

Executive Assistant B22

Code Administration
  Code Administration Technician Permit Technician B22
  Code Administration Specialist Animal Control/Code Compliance Officer B23

Building Inspector B23
Public Works Inspector B23

  Code Administration Supervisor Animal Control/Code Compliance Supervisor B32
Permit Operations Supervisor B32
Plans Examiner/Inspection Supervisor B32

  Code Administration Coordinator Construction Manager/Inspection Supervisor C43

Maintenance & Operations
  Maintenance & Operations Worker Buildings Worker A11

Parks Worker A11
Maintenance Worker I A11
Maintenance Worker II A12

  Maintenance & Operations Technician Traffic Signal Technician B21
Buildings Coordinator B23

  Maintenance & Operations Coordinator Maintenance Foreman B24
Parks Foreman B24
Traffic Signal Maintenance Supervisor B24

  Maintenance & Operations Superintendent Buildings Superintendent B32
Parks Superintendent B32

Management Administration
  Management Assistant Community Resources Coordinator B21

Management Assistant B21
Vacation Rental/License Assistant B22
Account Technician B22
Finance Assistant B22

  Management Specialist Marketing & Events Supervisor B24
Management Specialist B24
Deputy City Clerk B24
Accountant B32

CITY OF LA QUINTA
AUTHORIZED POSITIONS - SALARY RATINGS
EFFECTIVE JUNE 27, 2016 FEBRUARY 7, 2017

EXHIBIT A 
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CLASSIFICATION SPECIFICATION AUTHORIZED WORKING TITLE RATING

  Management Coordinator Financial Services Analyst C41
Human Resources Coordinator C41

  Management Analyst Associate Planner C42
Business Analyst C42
Community Programs/Wellness Supervisor C42
Human Resources Analyst C42
Management Analyst C42
Associate Engineer C43
Principal Planner Senior Planner C44

Management
  Manager Accounting Manager D61

Community Resources Manager D61
Customer Service Center Manager D61
Maintenance Manager D61
Planning Manager D61
Public Safety Manager D61
Building Official D61
City Clerk D62
Principal Engineer D62

  Director Community Resources Director E82
Facilities Director E82
Design & Development Director/City Engineer E82
Finance Director/Treasurer E82

  City Manager City Manager F101*

* City Manager salary is determined by City Council contract

CITY OF LA QUINTA
AUTHORIZED POSITIONS - SALARY RATINGS

EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 7, 2017
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City of La Quinta 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  February 07, 2017 

STAFF REPORT 

AGENDA TITLE:  APPROVE DEMAND REGISTERS DATED JANUARY 10, 13, 20, AND 27, 2017 

RECOMMENDATION   

Approve demand registers dated January 10, 13, 20, and 27, 2017. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY – None  

FISCAL IMPACT 

Demand of Cash: 
City 4,176,694.05$        
Successor Agency of RDA 4,912.50$  
Housing Authority 5,625.00$  
Housing Authority Commission -$

4,187,231.55$        

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS 

Between Council meetings, routine bills and payroll must be paid.  Attachment 1 details 
the weekly demand registers for January 10, January 13, January 20 and January 27, 
2017. 

Warrants Issued: 

113598-113598 34,910.00$  
113599-113692 1,379,417.10$          
113693-113760 142,516.16$              
113761-113829 1,798,379.74$          
Voids 535.16$                     
Wire Transfers 447,312.24$              
P/R Ck 37178-37179 & Direct Dep. 345,561.95$              
Payroll Tax Transfers 38,599.20$  

4,187,231.55$          

In the amounts listed above, four checks were voided. Check Nos.113206, 112773, 112856 
were voided and re-issued because the checks were misplaced. Check No.113433 was 
voided because it was previously paid.  

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEM NO. 4
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The most significant expenditures on the demand register listed above are as follows: 
 

Account Name Amount
Coachella Valley Art Scene Contingency - Art 34,910.00$            19TH Hole Block Party
Greater Palm Springs CVB PSDRCVB 47,750.00$            Quarterly Advertising 

Service
Conserve Landcare Various 74,606.48$            Landscape Services

Riverside County Sheriff Various 1,027,357.90$       OCT - Police Services

Burrtec Waste & Due To Waste 1,584,648.93$       FY 16/17 Property Tax 
Recycling Inc. Management Payment

PurposeVendor 

Wire Transfers: Seven wire transfers totaled $447,312.24. Of this amount, $406,926.39 
was to Landmark Golf, and $35,150.57 was for CalPERS. (See Attachment 2 for a full 
listing). 
 
 
ALTERNATIVES 
 
Council may approve, partially approve, or reject the demand registers.  
   
Prepared by: Derrick Armendariz, Account Technician 
Approved by:  Karla Campos, Finance Director 
 
Attachment: 1. Demand Registers 
 2. Wire Transfers  
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City of La Quinta 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  February 7, 2017 

STAFF REPORT 

 
AGENDA TITLE:  ACCEPT COVE OASIS TRAILHEAD IMPROVEMENTS LOCATED AT CALLE 
TECATE AND AVENIDA MADERO (PROJECT NO. 2015-11) 

 
RECOMMENDATION   

Accept the Cove Oasis Trailhead Improvements as complete; authorize the City Clerk to file 
a Notice of Completion with the Office of the County Recorder; and authorize staff to 
release retention in the amount of $1,421, thirty-five days after the Notice of Completion is 
recorded. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 This project relocated existing gates and installed desert efficient landscaping at the 
Cove Oasis Trailhead. 

 The work is complete and Council acceptance will close the contract and allow final 
payment.  

FISCAL IMPACT 

The following is the financial accounting for Project No. 2015-11: 

Original Contract Amount $   85,233

Contract Change Order No. 1 $     1,495 

Final Contract Amount $   86,728

Project Budget $  135,000

Final Contract Amount  ($  86,728)

Design, Professional, & Personnel Costs ($  25,206)

Inspection, Survey, Plans, & Other Construction Costs ($  12,100)

Anticipated Funds Remaining* $   10,966

 

* All costs to date have been accounted for and no further costs are anticipated. 

 

 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEM NO. 5   
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There are adequate funds to close this project; the final retention amount of $1,421 will be 
paid from account number 401-0000-20600. The anticipated savings ($10,966) will be 
applied to the trailhead signage now under construction. 

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS 

On October 18, 2016, Council awarded an $85,233 contract to California Skateparks 
(Attachment 1). 
 
On November 22, 2016, a Notice to Proceed was issued with a 30 working day completion 
time starting on December 5, 2016 and ending on January 20, 2016.  The project was 
deemed substantially complete on January 6, 2017.  No liquidated damages or early 
completion incentives are recommended. 
 
Contract Change Order No. 1 was issued for an irrigation repair. No contract quantity 
adjustments were required. 
 
The project construction effort is complete and is in compliance with the plans and 
specifications.  Staff recommends acceptance and release of the retention thirty-five days 
after the Notice of Completion is recorded. 
 
ALTERNATIVES 

Staff does not recommend an alternative. 
 
Prepared by:  Ed Wimmer, P.E., Principal Engineer 
Approved by:  Timothy R. Jonasson, P.E. Design and Development Director/City Engineer 
 
Attachment:   1. Vicinity Map 
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City of La Quinta 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  February 7, 2017 

STAFF REPORT 

AGENDA TITLE:  ACCEPT YMCA BUILDING TURF CONVERSION (PROJECT NO. 2014-01C) 
LOCATED AT 49955 MOON RIVER DRIVE 

RECOMMENDATION  

Accept the YMCA Building Turf Conversion; authorize the City Clerk to file a Notice of 
Completion with the Office of the County Recorder; and authorize staff to release 
retention in the amount of $4,275, thirty-five days after the Notice of Completion is 
recorded. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 This project installed water efficient landscape at the YMCA Facility.

 The work is complete and Council acceptance will close the contract and allow
final payment.

FISCAL IMPACT 

The following is the financial accounting for Project No. 2014-01C: 

Original Contract Amount $    85,188

Contract Change Order No. 1 $         300 

Final Contract Amount $    85,488

Project Budget $  114,891

Final Contract Amount  ($   85,488)

Design, Professional, & Personnel Costs ($   14,063)

Inspection, Survey, Testing, Plans, & Other Construction Costs ($    5,115)

Anticipated CVWD Turf Conversion Rebate $   1 4,440

Anticipated Funds Remaining* $    24,665

* All costs to date have been accounted for and no further costs are anticipated.

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEM NO. 6  
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There is adequate funding to close this project with the final retention amount of $4,275 
being paid from account number 401-0000-20600. The anticipated savings ($24,665) will 
be utilized by the Facilities Department to complete interior LED lighting and heating/air 
conditioning improvements as approved by Council for this project on October 7, 2014. 

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS 

On November 1, 2016, Council awarded an $85,188 contract to Kirkpatrick Landscaping 
Services, Inc., to construct the YMCA Building Turf Conversion, (Project No. 2014-01C), 
(Attachment 1). 
 
On December 5, 2016, a Notice to Proceed was issued with a 45 working day completion 
time on December 6, 2016 and ending on February 13, 2017.  The project was deemed 
substantially complete on December 29, 2016.  No liquidated damages or early 
completion incentives are recommended. 
 
Contract Change Order No. 1 was issued to replace an existing tree that had blown over in 
a wind storm. No contract quantity adjustments were required. 
 
The project construction effort is complete and is in compliance with the plans and 
specifications.  Staff recommends acceptance of the project and release of the retention 
thirty-five days after the Notice of Completion is recorded.  
 
ALTERNATIVES 

Staff does not recommend an alternative. 
 
Prepared by:  Ed Wimmer, P.E., Principal Engineer 
Approved by: Timothy R. Jonasson, P.E. Design and Development Director/City Engineer 
 
Attachment:   1. Vicinity Map 
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City of La Quinta 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  February 7, 2017 

STAFF REPORT 

AGENDA TITLE:  AUTHORIZE OVERNIGHT TRAVEL FOR DEPUTY CITY CLERK TO ATTEND 
CITY CLERKS ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA TECHNICAL TRAINING FOR CLERKS SERIES 
300 IN RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA, MARCH 14-17, 2017

RECOMMENDATION 

Authorize overnight travel for the Deputy City Clerk to attend the City Clerks 
Association of California Technical Training for Clerks Series 300, in Riverside, 
California, March 14-17, 2017.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 The Deputy City Clerk seeks additional knowledge of the Clerk profession and the
laws and ethics that govern it.  This training is an important component of the City
mentoring program.

 Technical Training for Clerks (TTC), Series 300, is a four-day intensive program.
Staff will gain knowledge in key areas such as managing and supervising
employees, meeting administration, records management, messaging for public
and media, negotiation and assessment skills, management and communication
skills, ethics and personal values, diversity in organizations, and the Clerk’s role in
crisis management.

FISCAL IMPACT 

Estimated expenses are $2,200, which includes registration, travel, lodging, and meals for 
four days.  The City Clerks Association of California (CCAC) approved a one-time $400 
scholarship, which the City will receive after the training is completed.  The remaining 
funds ($1,800) are available in the 2016/17 Travel and Training budget (Account Nos. 101-
1005-60330 and 101-1005-60320). 

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS 

The CCAC was founded in 1977 with the objective of promoting the Clerk profession 
throughout the state.   It provides mentoring programs, leadership and management 
training opportunities, fosters proactive programs to promote effective legislation, and 
promotes uniform and improved standards of effectively administering Clerk duties. 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEM NO. 7
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This training is one of four required courses in obtaining the Certified Municipal Clerk 
certification and will offer the Deputy City Clerk both, a wide range of technical clerk 
knowledge and training in a concentrated amount of time, and the ability to network with 
other professionals performing similar duties. 

ALTERNATIVES 

The Council may elect not to authorize this request. 

Prepared by: Monika Radeva, Deputy City Clerk 
Approved by:  Susan Maysels, City Clerk 

Attachment: 1. TTC Series 300 Schedule Brochure
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2017 Dates:
Series 400 June 20–23
Series 100 September 12–15

Welcome from 
Maureen Kane, 
TTC Institute Director
Maureen Kane has served as TTC Institute Director since the
program was developed in 2002. She is the instructor 
of record at the University of California Riverside. Maureen
was honored to receive the 2013 IIMC Institute Director
Award of Excellence in recognition of her contributions 
to the educational needs of Municipal Clerks and the 
advancement of the profession. Her focus on personal and 
professional development has created a “living program”
which includes emerging topics and latest skill training.

With a diverse background in municipal and non-profit 
organizations, Maureen is a frequent trainer and speaker. She
is a current and founding board member of the California
Ethics and Democracy Project. Maureen served as the
Mayor’s Chief of Staff in the City of Riverside until May 2015
and was elected to the Riverside City Council from 1993 to
2002. She served as a Board Consultant to the California Air
Resources Board from 2004 to 2012. 

Her past affiliations include: Member of the National League
of Cities Finance, Administration and Intergovernmental 
Relations Committee, Chair of the League of California Cities
Revenue and Taxation Committee, Executive Directorof 
Continuing Education for Public Officials, President of the
California Association of Leadership Programs. She has
served as the Board President of a number of non-profit 
organizations and continues to serve on boards focused on
community assets and leadership training. Maureen is a 
licensed California registered nurse.

For Information www.maureenkane.com

To contact Phone: (951) 789-8319
Maureen Kane Email: maureen@maureenkane.com

or TTCwithKane@aol.com

Mailing address Maureen Kane & Associates, Inc.
P.O. Box 52355
Riverside, CA 92517 

CCAC Scholarship CCAC Professional Development Director 
and Mentor Dawn G. Abrahamson, MMC
Information City Clerk of the City of Vallejo

dabrahamson@ci.vallejo.net

The program begins Tuesday morning, March 14th at 9:00
and concludes Friday, March 17th at 3:30. Parti cipants
earn 30 hours of IIMC course credit (15 points) toward the
CMC and COB credential. Attendance at all sessions 
is required for course completion credit. There is no 
provision for partial credit or “make-up” assignments.

Program Fee: $1670
$70 Cash Discount for payment via check
$50 CCAC Member Early Bird Discount for 
registration completed prior to February 15th

CCAC members who take advantage of the 
discounts opportunities are eligible for a total
fee of $1550!

Fee includes program fees, supplies, parking, Tuesday
evening reception, Thursday evening banquet and daily
breakfast and lunch.

Participants are responsible for their own housing accom -
 mo dations. There are a number of hotel facilities within 
a short distance from the education building.

Optional: 3 units of UCR Extension credit are available 
for an additional fee of $150 paid directly to Regents UC.
This fee is payable after arrival at UCR and completion of all
TTC registration.

Cancellation Policy: No refunds if cancellation is received
2 weeks or less prior to the session. Administrative
fee of $100 for all cancellations received more than 
2 weeks prior to conference date. 

Technical Training for Clerks is a
professional development program
focusing on basic clerk duties, current
trends, issues and challenges. The
goal of the program is to increase
technical skills and to enhance
personal and professional growth.

The TTC program is comprised of four unique
sessions offering a variety of courses that adhere
to the International Institute of Municipal Clerks
core curriculum. The four TTC Series may be
taken in any order. 

A letter of completion is issued for each 
30 hour series completed. Completion of all 
4 series is required for a certificate from TTC,
CCAC and UCR. There is also an opportunity to
receive an additional certificate in California
Municipal Clerk training from UCR Extension for
an additional fee and course work.

The program is held at the University of California
Riverside Extension Center and is an affiliate of
the League of California Cities. Our trainers are 
professional clerks, university instructors and 
municipal government professionals.

TTC is recognized by the City Clerks
Association of California (CCAC) and the
California Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
Association (CCBSA) as an official training
program leading to the profes sional accred -
itation of Certified Municipal Clerk (CMC)
and Certified Clerk of the Board (CCB).

TTC Series 300 Schedule
301 The Municipal Clerk as a Manager
302 Meeting Administration
303 Records Management
304 Messaging for Public and Media
305 Supervising Employees
306 General Law
307 Negotiation and Assessment Skills
308 Writing Skills
309 Ethics of Profession
310 Diversity in Organizations

ATTACHMENT 1
ATTACHM
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T 1
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University of California 
Riverside Extension
1200 University Avenue
Riverside, CA 92507
As co-sponsor and host of the TTC program,
UCR Extension is part of the 10-campus 
University of California system and the world’s
largest and most renowned centers of higher
education. UCR provides classroom and double
occupancy housing in one building. Each room
provides a private bathroom, TV, and free local
phone services.  

CALIFORNIA

• Sacramento

• San Francisco

Los Angeles •
Riverside

• Palm Springs

• San Diego

Newport Beach 
••

Ontario (airport) 25 min.
Los Angeles 60 min.
San Diego 90 min.
Palm Springs 45 min.
San Francisco 7 hrs.
Las Vegas 4 hrs.

Southland Recreation
Disneyland 55 min.
Universal Studios 65 min.
Knotts Berry Farm 45 min.
Mountains 40 min.
Beaches 55 min.

Conveniently Located

Endorsed by CCAC
Board of Directors

TTTTCCTechnical
Training

Clerksfor

Technical
Training

Clerksfor
Series 300

March 14–17, 2017

University of California Riverside Extension
1200 University Avenue • Riverside, CA 92507

TTTTCC Technical Training
Clerks

forc/o M
aureen Kane

P.O.Box 52355
Riverside, CA

92517 

•

TECHNICAL TRA
IN

IN
G

FORCLERKS

•

EST. 2
0

0
2

TTC
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City of La Quinta 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  
STAFF REPORT 

AGENDA TITLE:  AUTHORIZE OVERNIGHT TRAVEL FOR FIVE PLANNING COMMISSIONERS, 
THE DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR AND PLANNING MANAGER TO ATTEND THE 
ANNUAL PLANNING COMMISSIONERS ACADEMY IN LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, MARCH 1-
3, 2017 

RECOMMENDATION  

Authorize overnight travel for five Planning Commissioners, the Design and Development 
Director and Planning Manager to attend the League of California Cities Annual Planning 
Commissioners Academy in Los Angeles, California, March 1-3, 2017. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

• The League of California Cities facilitates an Annual Planning Commissioners
Academy (Academy), which offers sessions on major planning and land-use issues
as well as provides networking opportunities.

• The location rotates between northern and southern California cities. This year the 
event will be held in Los Angeles.

• Commissioners Bettencourt, Blum, Caldwell, Wright, and Quill are planning to
attend this year’s Academy.

FISCAL IMPACT 

Estimated expenses are $7,385, which includes registration, lodging and parking.  Funds 
are available in the Department’s Administration and Planning Division Travel and 
Training Budget (Account Nos. 101-6001-60320 and 101-6002-60320). 

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS 

The Academy is a three-day event focusing on major planning and land-use issues 
affecting local governments.  Education sessions and forums include: 

• Essential planning tools
• California Environmental Quality Act
• The impact of planning policy and community design on a community
• The planning process before project approval
• Basic topics that a planning commissioner needs to know when reviewing planning 

documents and land use cases.

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEM NO. 8 
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Planning Commissioners Bettencourt, Blum, Caldwell, Quill and Wright would like to 
attend, as well as the Design and Development Director and Planning Manager.   
 
ALTERNATIVES 
 
The Council may elect to not authorize this travel or reduce the number of attendees.   
 
Prepared by:  Wanda Wise-Latta, Executive Assistant 
Approved by:  Timothy R. Jonasson, Design and Development Director  
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City of La Quinta 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  February 7, 2017 

STAFF REPORT 

 
AGENDA TITLE:  AUTHORIZE OVERNIGHT TRAVEL FOR ACCOUNT TECHNICIAN IN THE 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT TO ATTEND TYLER USER CONFERENCE IN SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, MAY 
7-10, 2017 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Authorize overnight travel for Account Technician in the Finance Department to attend 
Tyler user conference in San Antonio, Texas, May 7-10, 2017. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

 In July 2014, the City purchased the Tyler Incode software to record, monitor, 
budget, and report all of the City’s financial transactions. 
 

 Tyler user conference is presented by Tyler Connect and offers educational sessions 
that highlight software enhancements and advanced training.  
 

 The Account Technician will gain knowledge in key areas of their job.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Estimated expenses are $2,200, which includes registration, hotel, travel, parking, and 
meals.  Funds are available in the Finance department’s Travel and Training budget 
(Account No 101-1006-60320). 
 
BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS 
 
The City currently uses Tyler Incode as its financial software to process accounts payables, 
accounts receivables, purchase orders, general ledger accounting, payroll, capital project 
accounting, fixed assets, budgeting, and bank and investment reconciliations. The financial 
software is an integral part of Finance’s daily operations and is used by all City 
departments.  
 
Tyler Connect user conferences offer the opportunity to discover new ways to boost 
productivity and improve financial services being used. The conference will give staff an 
opportunity to interact and learn directly from Tyler Technologies staff and engage with 
peers from across the country to exchange ideas, insights and solutions. In addition, the 
newest Tyler financial products will be featured in various hands on labs and educational 
sessions.  
 
ALTERNATIVES 
 
The Council may elect not to authorize this request. 
 
Prepared by: Karla Campos, Finance Director 
Approved by: Frank J. Spevacek, City Manager 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEM NO. 9 
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City of La Quinta 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  February 7, 2017 

STAFF REPORT 

AGENDA TITLE:  RECEIVE AND FILE REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE REPORTS DATED 
NOVEMBER 30, 2016 

RECOMMENDATION   

Receive and file revenue and expenditure reports dated November 30, 2016.  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 Revenue and expenditure reports are submitted for City Council review.

 The report summarizes the City’s year-to-date (YTD) revenues and expenditures for 
November 2016 (Attachment 1).

FISCAL IMPACT – None. 

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS 

Revenues 

Below is a summary of the column headers used on the Revenue Summary Report All 
Funds:  

Original Total Budget – represents the revenue budget the Council adopted in June 
2016 for fiscal year 2016/17. 

Current Total Budget – includes original adopted revenue budget, plus carryovers, 
from the prior fiscal year and Council approved budget amendments.  The bulk of 
the carryovers are related to Capital Improvement Project (CIP) matters.  Each 
year total CIP projects are budgeted; however, project length may span over 
multiple years.  Therefore, unfinished projects from the prior year are carried over 
(along with associated revenue reimbursements). 

Period Activity – represents actual revenues received in the reporting month. 

Fiscal Activity – presents actual revenues collected year to date (YTD).  For 
example, the November report shows revenues collected in November in the 
Period Activity column, but revenues collected from the beginning of the FY 
through the end of the reporting month for 2016/17 are presented in the Fiscal 
Activity column. 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEM NO. 10
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Variance Favorable/(Unfavorable) – represents the difference between YTD 
collections and the budgeted amount. 
 
Percent Used – represents the percentage of budgeted revenues collected YTD.  

 
The revenue report includes revenues and transfers into funds from other funds (income 
items).  Unlike expenditures, revenues are not received uniformly throughout the year, 
which results in peaks and valleys depending upon large payments that are received 
throughout the year.  For example, large property tax payments are usually received in 
December and May.  Similarly, Redevelopment Property Tax Trust Fund payments are 
typically received in January and June.   
 
November Revenues 
 
$1.7 million in General Fund revenues were collected in November bringing the total YTD 
collections to 13.67 percent ($5,522,286).  Total collections for all funds in November 
were $2,831,611; bringing total YTD collections to 16.21 percent ($12.3 million).  
 
The bulk of General Fund revenues for November consisted of: 
 

 $79,716 – Communications Franchise Fees (Frontier) 
 $589,700 – Sales Tax 
 $873,608 – Transient Occupancy (Hotel) Tax  

 
The larger non-General Fund payments received in November consisted of: 
 

 $144,749 – Housing Authority federal rental assistance  
 $163,028 –  Housing Authority second trust deed repayments 
 $273,371 – SilverRock golf green fees  

 
Expenditures 
 
Below is a summary of the column headers used on the Expenditure Summary Report All 
Funds:  
 

Original Total Budget – represents the expenditure budget adopted by Council in 
June 2016 for 2016/17. 
 
Current Total Budget – includes the original adopted expenditure budget plus any 
carryovers from the prior fiscal year, and any Council approved budget 
amendments.  The bulk of the carryovers are related to CIP matters.  Each year 
total CIP projects are budgeted; however, project length can span over multiple 
years.  Therefore, unfinished projects from the prior year are carried over (along 
with associated revenue reimbursements). 

 
Period Activity – represents actual expenditures made in the reporting month.   
 
Fiscal Activity – presents actual expenditures made YTD.  For example, the 
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November report shows expenditures made in the Period Activity column, but 
expenditures made during the fiscal year from July 2016 through the end of the 
reporting period are presented in the Fiscal Activity column. 
 
Variance Favorable/ (Unfavorable) – represents the difference between YTD 
expenditures and the budgeted amount (the amount yet to be expended). 
 
Percent Used – represents the percentage of budget spent to date.   

 
The expenditure report includes expenditures and transfers out to other funds.  Unlike 
revenues, expenditures are fairly consistent month to month.  However, large debt service 
payments or CIP expenditures can cause swings.   
 
November Expenditures 
 
General Fund expenditures in November total $1.0 million bringing the total YTD 
expenditures to 20.85 percent.  Of the $1.0 million, $772,742 is related to personnel costs 
(salaries, benefits, etc.).  November included three payroll periods. In addition to 
personnel costs, the other larger General Fund expenditures in November were: 
 

 $22,509 – Marketing and tourism promotions 
 $24,058 – Vacant land dust control  
 $28,575 – Park maintenance and landscaping  

 
Total expenditures for all funds in November were $2.3 million bringing total expenditures 
to 32.68 percent.  The larger non-General Fund expenditures were: 
 

 $102,265 – Design services for capital improvement projects 
 $283,212 – SilverRock golf course management  
 $301,232 – Construction costs relating to capital projects (turf conversions and 

parkway improvements, Eisenhower Drive pavement stabilization, and La Quinta 
park restroom)  
 

Summary 
 
All funds are generally on target or under budget with regard to expenditures.  The timing 
imbalance of revenues receipts versus expenditures is funded from the City’s cash flow 
reserve.   

Prepared by:   Karla Campos, Finance Director  
Approved by:  Frank J. Spevacek, City Manager 
 
Attachment:   1. Revenue and Expenditure Reports for November 2016      
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City of La Quinta, CA
Revenue Summary Report All Funds

November 2016 Summary
For Fiscal: 2016/17 Period Ending: 11/30/2016

Fiscal
Ac vity

Variance
Favorable

(Unfavorable)
Period

Ac vityFund

Current 
Total Budget

Original 
Total Budget

Percent
Used

101 - GENERAL FUND 5,522,286.211,726,154.4440400600.00 40,408,600.00 -34,886,313.79 13.67 %

201 - GAS TAX FUND 816,982.86123,275.791299100.00 1,299,100.00 -482,117.14 62.89 %

202 - LIBRARY FUND 652,482.020.002250000.00 2,250,000.00 -1,597,517.98 29.00 %

210 - FEDERAL ASSISTANCE FUND 0.000.00125800.00 125,800.00 -125,800.00 0.00 %

212 - SLESF (COPS) FUND 62,634.538,333.33100100.00 100,100.00 -37,465.47 62.57 %

213 - JAG FUND 0.420.009000.00 9,000.00 -8,999.58 0.00 %

215 - LIGHTING & LANDSCAPING FUND 512,714.000.001447400.00 1,447,400.00 -934,686.00 35.42 %

218 - CV VIOLENT CRIME TASK FORCE 17,038.654,992.0022600.00 22,600.00 -5,561.35 75.39 %

219 - ASSET FORFEITURE 15.180.000.00 0.00 15.18 0.00 %

220 - QUIMBY FUND 8,809.500.0087000.00 87,000.00 -78,190.50 10.13 %

221 - AB 939 1,207.300.0052500.00 52,500.00 -51,292.70 2.30 %

223 - MEASURE A 177,588.2645,153.87752500.00 752,500.00 -574,911.74 23.60 %

224 - TUMF 39.970.000.00 0.00 39.97 0.00 %

225 - INFRASTRUCTURE FUND 38.750.000.00 0.00 38.75 0.00 %

231 - SUCCESSOR AGCY PA 1 RORF 931.9929.230.00 0.00 931.99 0.00 %

235 - SO COAST AIR QUALITY FUND 251.670.0045300.00 45,300.00 -45,048.33 0.56 %

237 - SUCCESSOR AGCY PA 1 ADMIN 18.050.000.00 -250,000.00 250,018.05 0.01 %

241 - HOUSING AUTHORITY 550,174.11397,469.93889600.00 889,600.00 -339,425.89 61.85 %

249 - SA 2011 LOW/MOD BOND FUND 645.31130.750.00 0.00 645.31 0.00 %

250 - TRANSPORTATION DIF FUND 171,077.3465,854.83669000.00 669,000.00 -497,922.66 25.57 %

251 - PARKS & REC DIF FUND 81,939.4510,240.00350000.00 350,000.00 -268,060.55 23.41 %

252 - CIVIC CENTER DIF FUND 40,342.068,102.06200000.00 200,000.00 -159,657.94 20.17 %

253 - LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT DIF 13,760.001,720.0065000.00 65,000.00 -51,240.00 21.17 %

254 - COMMUNITY CENTER DIF 5,329.98645.0035600.00 35,600.00 -30,270.02 14.97 %

255 - STREET FACILITY DIF FUND 6,749.812,689.8135000.00 35,000.00 -28,250.19 19.29 %

256 - PARK FACILITY DIF FUND 1,601.00200.007000.00 7,000.00 -5,399.00 22.87 %

257 - FIRE PROTECTION DIF 18,549.173,729.1780000.00 80,000.00 -61,450.83 23.19 %

270 - ART IN PUBLIC PLACES FUND 21,909.635,297.9398500.00 98,500.00 -76,590.37 22.24 %

299 - INTEREST ALLOCATION FUND 204,895.6238,820.300.00 0.00 204,895.62 0.00 %

310 - LQ FIN AUTHORITY DEBT SVC 636,339.130.21678100.00 678,100.00 -41,760.87 93.84 %

401 - CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMS 1,003,163.8950,452.947327300.00 20,006,554.38 -19,003,390.49 5.01 %

501 - EQUIPMENT REPLACEMENT 91,877.410.00456100.00 456,100.00 -364,222.59 20.14 %

502 - INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 213,807.84268.00849800.00 849,800.00 -635,992.16 25.16 %

503 - PARK EQUIP & FACILITY FND 137,850.780.00534700.00 534,700.00 -396,849.22 25.78 %

504 - INSURANCE FUND 164,796.228,046.22648300.00 648,300.00 -483,503.78 25.42 %

601 - SILVERROCK RESORT 1,128,976.09330,005.694034800.00 4,034,800.00 -2,905,823.91 27.98 %

602 - SILVERROCK GOLF RESERVE 60,015.160.0061400.00 61,400.00 -1,384.84 97.74 %

Report Total: 2,831,611.50 12,326,839.3663,612,100.00 76,049,354.38 -63,722,515.02 16.21 %

ATTACHMENT 1
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City of La Quinta, CA
Expenditure Summary Report All Funds

 November 2016 Summary
For Fiscal: 2016/17 Period Ending: 11/30/2016

Fiscal
Ac vity

Variance
Favorable

(Unfavorable)
Period

Ac vityFund

Current 
Total Budget

Original 
Total Budget

Percent
Used

101 - GENERAL FUND 9,531,734.451,028,029.2841241800.00 45,720,748.96 36,189,014.51 20.85 %

201 - GAS TAX FUND 443,316.2299,574.681299200.00 1,309,700.00 866,383.78 33.85 %

202 - LIBRARY FUND 145,669.486,712.601717400.00 1,820,317.75 1,674,648.27 8.00 %

210 - FEDERAL ASSISTANCE FUND 0.000.0020200.00 20,200.00 20,200.00 0.00 %

212 - SLESF (COPS) FUND 5,159.520.000.00 0.00 -5,159.52 0.00 %

213 - JAG FUND 0.000.000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 %

215 - LIGHTING & LANDSCAPING FUND 479,021.2089,029.001467400.00 1,468,700.00 989,678.80 32.62 %

218 - CV VIOLENT CRIME TASK FORCE 4,350.91169.4046700.00 46,700.00 42,349.09 9.32 %

220 - QUIMBY FUND 201,889.400.00437300.00 4,395,288.74 4,193,399.34 4.59 %

221 - AB 939 460.100.0020000.00 20,000.00 19,539.90 2.30 %

223 - MEASURE A 355,292.150.00651000.00 1,755,784.32 1,400,492.17 20.24 %

225 - INFRASTRUCTURE FUND 0.000.000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 %

231 - SUCCESSOR AGCY PA 1 RORF 12,713,432.380.000.00 0.00 -12,713,432.38 0.00 %

235 - SO COAST AIR QUALITY FUND 0.000.0030000.00 30,000.00 30,000.00 0.00 %

237 - SUCCESSOR AGCY PA 1 ADMIN 19,386.000.000.00 292,000.00 272,614.00 6.64 %

241 - HOUSING AUTHORITY 408,676.43229,144.29960200.00 960,700.00 552,023.57 42.54 %

249 - SA 2011 LOW/MOD BOND FUND 0.000.000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 %

250 - TRANSPORTATION DIF FUND 25,049.610.00675900.00 3,489,738.61 3,464,689.00 0.72 %

251 - PARKS & REC DIF FUND 0.000.000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 %

252 - CIVIC CENTER DIF FUND 0.000.000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 %

253 - LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT DIF 0.000.000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 %

254 - COMMUNITY CENTER DIF 0.000.000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 %

255 - STREET FACILITY DIF FUND 0.000.000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 %

256 - PARK FACILITY DIF FUND 0.000.000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 %

257 - FIRE PROTECTION DIF 0.000.000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 %

270 - ART IN PUBLIC PLACES FUND 3,148.733,148.73129000.00 329,000.00 325,851.27 0.96 %

299 - INTEREST ALLOCATION FUND 0.000.000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 %

310 - LQ FIN AUTHORITY DEBT SVC 636,337.500.00678100.00 678,100.00

401 - CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMS 1,838,434.69445,662.49190400.00 20,196,783.38
501 - EQUIPMENT REPLACEMENT 75,893.219,466.34498900.00 545,676.00

502 - INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 321,866.3729,142.24848800.00 848,800.00

41,762.50 93.84 %

18,358,348.69     9.10 %

469,782.79 13.91 %

526,933.63 37.92 %

503 - PARK EQUIP & FACILITY FND 39,654.600.00603700.00 680,200.00 640,545.40 5.83 %

504 - INSURANCE FUND 502,674.005,326.75649200.00 649,700.00 147,026.00 77.37 %

601 - SILVERROCK RESORT 1,499,807.67439,592.604262200.00 4,262,500.00 2,762,692.33 35.19 %

602 - SILVERROCK GOLF RESERVE 0.000.000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 %

Report Total: 56,427,400.00 89,520,637.76 2,384,998.40 29,251,254.62 60,269,383.14 32.68 %
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City of La Quinta 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  February 7, 2017 

STAFF REPORT 

 
AGENDA TITLE:  APPROPRIATE FUNDING, INCLUDE IN FISCAL YEAR 2016/17 BUDGET, 
AND AWARD A CONTRACT SERVICES AGREEMENT TO AMERICAN FENCE COMPANY, INC. 
FOR THE SILVERROCK RESORT TEMPORARY BIGHORN SHEEP FENCE 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
Appropriate $802,606 of unallocated general funds, include this project in the Fiscal 
Year 2016/17 Budget, and award a Contract Services Agreement in the amount of 
$496,206 to American Fence Company, Inc. for the rental of the SilverRock Resort 
Temporary Bighorn Sheep Fence; and authorize the City Manager to execute the 
agreement. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

 In 2003, as part of the original environmental approval of the SilverRock Resort 
project, a protective fence was to be constructed in the event that Peninsular 
Bighorn Sheep (PBS) were accessing the property from the adjacent mountain. 
 

 In October 2016 the City approved Site Development Permit (SDP) 2016-0005 to 
construct a luxury hotel and other amenities at SilverRock Resort. 
 

 In November 2016 the City received an appeal to SDP 2016-0005 due to the PBS 
fence not being required; Condition of Approval CC-1 was added requiring a 
temporary fence be constructed between the golf course and the mountain.  
 

 The City advertised for proposals and on January 19, 2017 American Fence 
Company, Inc. from San Marcos, California submitted the only proposal.  

 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
This project is not funded in the 2016/17 budget.  Staff recommends appropriating 
$802,606 from unallocated general fund reserves and to increase the budget in 
account number 101-7006-60157: 

 Unallocated 
General Fund 

Professional/Design: $      49,600
Environmental Monitoring: $    111,000
Inspection/Testing/Survey: $      48,000
Rental Agreement (Construction): $    496,206
City Administration: $      24,800
Contingency: $      73,000
Total Budget: $    802,606

BUSINESS SESSION ITEM NO. 1  
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The rental agreement has a total not to exceed amount. The repair services are an 
allowance only and will not be paid unless the contractor repairs damages that are 
not covered under the warranty. The break down for the $496,206 is: 
 

 Lump Sum Not to Exceed Service as 
Needed 

Installation/Rental Cost (2 years): $    383,846  
Repair Service (Allowance): $    91,200
Removal: $       21,160  
Total Cost: $    383,846 $       21,160 $    91,200

 
BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS 
 
On October 25, 2016, the Planning Commission approved SDP 2016-0005 including a 
140 room luxury hotel, 29 hotel-branded residences, a spa, a meeting and conference 
center, and a shared service facility at SilverRock Resort. 
 
On November 8, 2016, the Sierra Club and Center for Biological Diversity filed an 
administrative appeal of the Planning Commission decision. The appeal was based in 
large part on the project not including the immediate construction of a barrier fence 
between the existing Arnold Palmer Golf Course and the adjacent mountain to prevent 
PBS from accessing the course. 
 
On December 20, 2016, Council modified the Planning Commission’s approval by 
adding Condition of Approval CC-1 for the SDP, which requires a temporary 8-foot 
fence between the golf course and the mountain to address the appellant’s concerns. 
The Council also authorized staff to advertise for construction proposals for the fence. 
On December 21, 2016, staff solicited proposals from qualified fence rental 
contractors, which included a requirement to repair the fence during the 2-year term; 
the City received one proposal from American Fence Company. 
 
Staff recommends awarding a Contract Services Agreement to American Fence 
Company, Inc. (Attachment 2). The environmental monitoring budget consists of 4 
items: 1) tribal/cultural resources monitor for 30 days ($32,000), bio-monitor for 30 
days ($33,000), archeological monitor for 30 days ($15,000) and remainder for 
monitoring for additional construction days (if needed) or other environmental 
mitigation. The construction contingency amount includes additional money for taller 
fence panels (if needed) adjacent to steep slopes.  
 
The following is the proposed project schedule: 
 
Council Considers Project Award  February 7, 2017 
Execute Contract and Mobilize   February 8 to February 28, 2017 
Construction (30 Calendar Days)  March 1 to March 30, 2017 
First Year Rental    March 31, 2017 to March 31, 2018 
Second Year of Rental (if needed)  March 31, 2018 to March 31 2019 
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ALTERNATIVES 
 
No alternative action is recommended.   
 
Prepared by:   Ed Wimmer, P.E., Principal Engineer 
Approved by:  Timothy R. Jonasson, P.E., Design and Development Director/City Engineer 

 
Attachments: 1. SilverRock Temporary Chain Link Fence Exhibit 
   2. Contract Services Agreement 
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*IMPORTANT* Maps and data are to be used for reference purposes only. Map features are approximate, and are not necessarily accurate to surveying or engineering standards. The County of Riverside makes no warranty or guarantee as to the content (the 
source is often third party), accuracy, timeliness, or completeness of any of the data provided, and assumes no legal responsibility for the information contained on this map. Any use of this product with respect to accuracy and precision shall be the sole 
responsibility of the user.

© Riverside County RCIT GIS
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Lorissa Gruehl
Callout
Begin 8' Chain Link Fence within 2" of Existing Tradition's Fence adjacent to the Maintenance Building.
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Callout
8' Tall Chain Link Fence Painted Brown to Blend into the Existing Hillside; Approximately 6,300 lineal feet long. Fence to be placed as marked by the City. 
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End 8' Chain Link Fence within 2" of Existing CVWD's Fence adjacent to the Channel.
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City of La Quinta 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  February 7, 2017 

STAFF REPORT 

AGENDA TITLE:  APPROVE SECOND ROUND COMMUNITY SERVICES GRANTS FOR 2016/17 

RECOMMENDATION   

Approve second round Community Services grants for 2016/17. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

• Community Services Grants and Economic Development/Marketing funding
requests are considered by City Council three times per fiscal year.

• Seven Grant applications were received and reviewed by the Community Services
Grant Review Ad Hoc Committee (Committee).

• The Council may approve or modify the Committee’s recommendations.

FISCAL IMPACT 

The total 2016/17 grant budget is $60,000.  The first round of grants awarded $32,500.  
The current balance remaining is $27,500 in account number 101-3001-60510.  The 
Committee is recommending funding $20,000 of these requests. 

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS 

Grants may only be awarded to 501(c)3 non-profit organizations that benefit La Quinta 
residents.  They are limited to $5,000 and consecutive fiscal year funding is not allowed 
(Attachment 1).  In 2007, the Council directed staff to channel all grant and special 
project funding requests through one process and an account was created to underwrite 
all approved funding requests. 

The initial review was completed by the Committee, comprised of Council Members Peña 
and Fitzpatrick and recommended the following: 

Applicant Requested Committee 
Recommendation 

Desert Symphony $4,000 $2,000 
Habitat for Humanity of the Coachella Valley $5,000 $5,000 
Hidden Harvest $5,000 $5,000 
Ophelia Project $5,000 $3,000 
Spay Neuter Imperative Project (SNIP) $5,000 $5,000 
Certified Farmers Market La Quinta $5,000 $0 
Graceful Passages $5,000 $0 
Total $35,000 $20,000 

BUSINESS SESSION ITEM NO. 2 
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Attachment 2 presents all submitted grant requests.  Completed applications are 
available for review in the Community Resources Department. 

ALTERNATIVES 

Recommend and approve alternative funding amounts. 

Prepared by: Christina Calderon, Community Programs and Wellness Supervisor 
Approved by: Chris Escobedo, Community Resources Director 

Attachments: 1. City of La Quinta Community Services Grant Overview
2. Grant Request Descriptions
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Recommended Grant Requests: 

1. The Desert Symphony is requesting $4,000 to assist with costs for 8-10
musicians, education materials, transportation and food.  The Desert
Symphony’s goal is to entertain, educate, and provide enrichment to the
residents in both classical and popular offerings. A free Family Library Concert is
scheduled for May 3, 2017 at the Rancho Mirage Public Library.  There will be up
to 400 seats available to school children and their parents.  The program is
intended to open the door to the understanding and appreciation of classical
music by presenting a family program that would expose young people to
classical music through performance and demonstration.  This organization
was last funded $2,000 in Fiscal Year 2014/2015. The Grant Review Committee
recommended funding $2,000.

2. Habitat for Humanity of the Coachella Valley is requesting $5,000 to preserve,
protect and create affordable housing for the low-to-moderate income
residents of the Coachella Valley.  Funds will be used to provide low-to-
moderate income La Quinta residents in need of low-to-no-cost home repairs
or maintenance. These projects typically involve landscaping, fence or fascia
repair, weed or trash abatement, wheelchair ramp installation, or exterior
home painting.  Projects are often completed over the course of a weekend and
use a combination of staff and volunteer labor to help cut costs.   This
organization has never been funded. The Grant Review Committee
recommended funding $5,000.

3. Hidden Harvest is requesting $5,000 to support their local Senior Markets that
hare held at the same times and places each month. The senior market is held
twice a month at Seasons at La Quinta; it is scheduled to be held 20 times
during January-December 2017.  There is also a delivery drop off of produce
twice a month at Seasons at Miraflores in La Quinta.  More than 30,000 pounds
of fruits and vegetables will be distributed to approximately 15,000 low income
seniors (2,000 low income seniors attend markets in La Quinta). This
organization was last funded $5,000 in Fiscal Year 2014/2015. The Grant
Review Committee recommended funding $5,000.  The Committee also
requested that Hidden Harvest look into the possibility of providing a
produce drop off at Hadley Villas.

4. The Ophelia Project is requesting $5,000 to support the 2016/17 school year
launch of the mentoring program at La Quinta High School.  The cost of
sponsoring an Ophelia Girl is $350 per student per year.  There are 30 teen girls
participating from La Quinta High School.  The funds will help to provide
program supplies, Ophelia curriculum, mentor certification training,
transportation to tour local college campuses, businesses, and attend various
community programs.  This organization was last funded $1,500 in Fiscal Year
2003/2004 under the JFK Foundation.   The Grant Review Committee
recommended funding $3,000.

115

Click here to return to Agenda

lchaudhry
Typewritten Text
ATTACHMENT 2



5. Spay Neuter Imperative Project (SNIP) is requesting $5,000 to have the SNIP
bus, a mobile operating veterinary spay and neuter clinic on wheels, in La
Quinta 2 additional times per year at a cost of $2,500 per visit.  The cost
includes a veterinarian, licensed vet technician, a driver, staff personnel, and
volunteers.  The low cost spay and neuter services are $25 and micro-chipping
is $15.  There is a need to control the animal populations through spay and
neuter services in La Quinta.  These services reduce the number of animals
euthanized in shelters. This organization has never been funded. The Grant
Review Committee recommended funding $5,000.

Grant Requests not recommended for funding and/or did not meet the criteria in the 
Grant Guidelines include: 

6. Certified Farmers Market La Quinta is requesting $5,000 to assist with a portion of
the direct costs for the year that are related specifically to the Farmers Market in
Old Town La Quinta. Direct costs include health permits/ licenses for three quarters
($1,565), local advertising ($2,485), administrative costs ($400) and a street
banner that spans Main Street in Old Town La Quinta for 33-35 weeks out of the
year ($550). This is the ninth full season for the Certified Farmers Market in La
Quinta which operates from October through the end of May.  The target audiences
are children, seniors and all La Quinta residents interested in making healthier
choices in food, and learning about nutrition and ways to prepare fresh healthy
meals. This organization was last funded $2,500 in Fiscal Year 2013/14. The Grant
Review Committee did not recommend funding this organization at this time.

7. Graceful Passages is requesting $5,000 to provide End of Life educational
programming and other services that aim to educate families, caregivers, doctors,
nurses, and Hospice staff, as well as individuals to gain a broader understanding of
life/ death through sponsoring programs, teaching specific courses and providing
services that will benefit all people associated with End of Life Care.  The funds will
be used to provide weekend workshops, use of rental space, travel and meal
expenses for sponsored experts, and the development of an interactive website,
registration capabilities and online presentations.  This organization has never
been funded.  The Grant Review Committee did not recommend funding this
organization at this time.
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City of La Quinta 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  February 7, 2017 

STAFF REPORT 

AGENDA TITLE: ADOPT RESOLUTION APPROVING A VACANT LAND PURCHASE 
AGREEMENT AND JOINT ESCROW INSTRUCTIONS BETWEEN THE CITY OF LA QUINTA 
AND BT-LJMJM, LLC, FOR CERTAIN VACANT PROPERTY NEAR THE INTERSECTION OF 
EISENHOWER DRIVE AND AVENIDA FERNANDO; APPROPRIATE $4,586,000 FROM 
UNAPPROPRIATED RESERVES; AND FIND IT EXEMPT FROM ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 15301, 15303, AND 15304 OF THE CALIFORNIA 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

RECOMMENDATION 

Adopt a Resolution approving a vacant land purchase agreement and joint escrow 
instructions between the City of La Quinta and BT-LJMJM, LLC.; appropriate $4,586,000 
from Unappropriated Reserves; and find it exempt from environmental review 
pursuant to section 15301, 15303, and 15304 of the California Environmental Quality 
Act. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 A 2016 Focused Hydrology Study identified using a portion of the last remaining
vacant property on Eisenhower Drive as part of at greater drainage solution for
Eisenhower Drive (Washington Street and Avenue 50).

 The last large remaining vacant parcel  (Attachment 1) was in the entitlement
process when the Owner’s agent approached the City regarding having the City
purchase this property for flood mitigation.

 In September 2016, the City Council authorized staff to engage in property
purchase negotiations, which resulted in the recommended purchase
transaction.

 The City would purchase a 10.4-acre vacant parcel for $4,500,000 over a 24-
month period; the unpaid principal would accrue simple interest at 3.5%.

FISCAL IMPACT 

The full purchase cost is $4,586,000 comprised as follows: 
 Property:  $4,500,000 
 Pro-Rated Closing Costs:           3,000 
 Loan Interest:         83,000 

BUSINESS SESSION ITEM NO. 3
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Unappropriated reserves (Account No. 101-0000-29000) would be used to fund this 
acquisition and increase appropriations in Account No. 101-1007-74010 (Land 
Acquisition).  Staff is seeking appropriation of just the initial acquisition funds 
($2,253,000) at this time; the remaining loan payment appropriations ($2,333,000) will 
be requested as part of the annual capital improvement budget process. 
 
BACKGROUND / ANALYSIS 
 
In February 2016 the City received a Focused Area Drainage Study (Study) that 
identified measures to mitigate flooding on Eisenhower Drive.  The Study indicated 
that the ultimate drainage solution would, at a minimum, require a $10 million 
investment; this solution entails constructing a concrete box culvert under Eisenhower 
Drive from Washington Street west and south to the Evacuation Channel, and utilizing 
a portion of the last remaining vacant parcel (Property) for retention.  If the entire 
Property was used for retention, constructing the concrete box culvert could be 
delayed, or if a perfect solution was not desired, not built. 
 
The Property is the last large vacant parcel in this area.  BT-LJMJM, LLC. (Owner)  was 
seeking entitlement for a 67-unit resort condominium community (Quail Ridge) on the 
10.4-acre site.  Attachment 1 presents the Property.  In September 2016, the Owner’s 
representative approached staff regarding the City’s interest in purchasing the 
Property for flood mitigation.  The City subsequently commissioned a real property 
appraisal to identify current market value.  Lidgard and Associates of Orange, 
California (Lidgard) were retained; Lidgard submitted an appraisal report that 
identified a value of $10 per square foot for the 454,766 square foot parcel or 
$4,550,000.  The Owner’s agent indicated that the Owner has invested $3,600,000 and 
was seeking $4,500,000. 
 
The Resolution approves the Vacant Land Purchase Agreement and Joint Escrow 
Instructions (Agreement), finds that this purchase is exempt from environmental 
review, and authorizes the City Manager to execute required documents and take 
actions to carry out the terms of the Agreement.  The Agreement outlines the 
following purchase terms: 
 

 A purchase price of $4,500,000 
 

 An initial deposit of $100,000, deposited no later than 21 days after the City 
Council approves the Agreement (this deposit is applied to the purchase price) 
 

 A payment of $2,250,000 at the close of escrow with the Owner providing a 
loan for the remaining balance of $2,250,000 
 

 The remaining balance would accrue simple interest at 3.5% and two payments 
of $1,166,474.10 each would be made 12 and 24 months after the close of 
escrow 
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 A 30-day due diligence period (since the Owner was processing entitlements 
the City has received and reviewed a variety of documents and reports, thus the 
short due diligence period) 
 

 Escrow would close and the property transfer would occur on March 24, 2017 
 
The City elected to pay the full purchase price over a 24-month period in order to not 
deplete the Unappropriated Reserves.  This leaves reserve funds to prepare this site 
and construct the infrastructure necessary to convey storm water flows to the 
Property.  Preliminary estimates indicate that this would cost $1,000,000. 
 
ALTERNATIVES  
 
The Council could elect to not purchase this property or direct staff to negotiate 
different purchase terms.  Staff is recommending this acquisition in order to 
implement a less costly drainage solution, and the Owner and staff have negotiated 
the purchase terms over the past 60 days and arrived at the terms outlined in the 
Agreement. 
 
Prepared by:  Frank J. Spevacek, City Manager 
 
Attachment:  1.  Present Site 
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Frank Spevacek, City Manager for

The City of La Quinta

Jack McGrory, Managing Member
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Frank Spevacek, City Manager, City of La Quinta, a California Municipal Corporation and Charter City
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Exhibit 1.3 Aerial Photo Local Setting  
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City of La Quinta 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  February 7, 2017 

STAFF REPORT 

AGENDA TITLE:  APPROVE TRANSIENT OCCUPANCY TAX INCENTIVE PROGRAM 

RECOMMENDATION 

Approve Transient Occupancy Tax Incentive Program. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

• In January 2016, the Advisory Committee’s Final Report recommended applying
the City’s transient occupancy tax rate (TOT) to hotel resort fees.

• Staff met with management from the La Quinta Resort & Club (LQ Resort) and the
Chateau at Lake La Quinta (Chateau), the two properties that levy resort fees, who
indicated an interest in a TOT Incentive Program (Program) if the City would
dedicate some of this revenue to attract tourism.

• The Program would assist the operators in attracting and securing additional
group business that would generate TOT revenue.

FISCAL IMPACT 

Staff estimates additional annual TOT revenue of $360,000 from resort fees; $100,000 of 
this revenue would be designated for the Program.  Hotel operators would apply for 
incentives ranging up to $25,000. 

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS 

Resort fees are separate fees or charges imposed by a hotel operator for items and 
services that are part of the hotel accommodations.  The former Advisory Committee’s 
Final Report recommended applying the TOT rate to resort fees.  An estimated $360,000 
of additional TOT revenue may be generated from applying TOT to resort fees.  Currently, 
five other Coachella Valley cities include resort fees when calculating TOT. 

The Mayor and staff met with the management staff from the LQ Resort and the Chateau. 
The discussions lead to a request that the City use some of this revenue to assist hotels 
with tourism attraction efforts.  They outlined how other cities (one in the Coachella 
Valley) use programs to entice large groups from major tourism cities such as Los Angeles 
and Phoenix.  

BUSINESS SESSION ITEM NO. 4  
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Staff crafted a simple incentive Program that would be available only to those lodging 
properties that levy resort fees.  The Program would offer incentives up to $25,000 per 
event, provided the event attracts group business which generates additional overnight 
stay and TOT revenue.  One of the evaluation criteria is to achieve a minimum of 12 
percent return on investment per each event after City service costs are deducted to 
qualify for the incentive.   

Staff proposes that the Program follow the City’s purchasing policy wherein the City 
Manager can approve contracts of $50,000 or less, and the Council receives a listing of 
these contracts on a quarterly basis.  In this case, the City Manager and Economic 
Development staff would review and authorize the applications per the Council adopted 
policy and provide a quarterly report to City Council. 

If the Council elects to adopt the Program, the ordinance that governs TOT revenue must 
be amended to clarify that TOT would be collected on resort fees.  In May 2016, the City 
Attorney authored a Department Report stating that applying the existing TOT rate to 
resort fees does not impose a new tax and the Council may amend the TOT ordinance 
without the need for voter approval.  If the Council concurs, staff will schedule the TOT 
ordinance amendment for consideration and request an appropriation of TOT revenue to 
fund this incentive Program thereafter. 

ALTERNATIVES 

Modify or do not approve a TOT Incentive Program. 

Prepared by: Gilbert Villalpando, Management Specialist 
Approved by: Frank Spevacek, City Manager 

Attachments: 1. TOT Incentive Program Application
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CITY OF LA QUINTA 
 TOT INCENTIVE PROGRAM 

APPLICATION DEADLINE 

To be considered, applications must be complete and adhere to the specified format. 
The original signed application must be delivered to: 

TOT Incentive Program 
ATTN: Economic Development 

78495 Calle Tampico 
La Quinta, CA 92220 

Incomplete applications will not be accepted. 

Questions? Contact Gilbert Villalpando at  
(760) 777-7094 or gvillalpando@la-quinta.org 

ATTACHMENT 1 
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Page 2 of 4 

TOT INCENTIVE PROGRAM 

INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of the City of La Quinta’s Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT) Incentive 
Program is to promote new tourism activities within the City and encourage wide 
participation and innovative proposals.  The source of the funds is the City's TOT 
collected on resort fees. Incentives will range from up to $25,000.  

APPLICATION PERIOD OPEN PENDING AVAILABLE FUNDS 

ELIGIBILITY 

This program will fund promotional activities that draw tourists to La Quinta and meet 
the following criteria:   

• Applicants must be operators that collect TOT on resort fees
• Events must be non-recurring and events that have not been held in the City

of La Quinta
• Event attendees must be groups that stay overnight in paid accommodations

located in the City of La Quinta
• The event must generate additional TOT revenue for the City and achieve a

12 to 15 percent return on the City’s investment, after City incurred costs to
provide services for the event are deducted.

Applications that do not meet all of the above criteria will not be accepted.  

The City of La Quinta does not discriminate on the basis of race, national origin, or 
citizenship; religion or creed; physical or mental disability; sex/gender, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, marital or familial status; age; military status, political or 
union affiliation; or involvement in prior complaints of discrimination or harassment. 
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Page 3 of 4 

APPLICATION

Hotel Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

Event Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

Event Date: ______________ Amount of Funding Requested: __________________ 

Amount of TOT generated from request (If unknown explain):  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason for Request: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional City Revenue Opportunities: 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Page 4 of 4 

Anticipated City Services Needed to Facilitate the Event:   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Print Name: ___________________________ Signature: ____________________________ 

E-Mail: ______________________________ Phone: _____________________________ 
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City of La Quinta 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  February 7, 2017 

STAFF REPORT 

AGENDA TITLE: INTRODUCE FOR FIRST READING ORDINANCE NO. 554 AMENDING THE LA 
QUINTA MUNICIPAL CODE BY ADDING THE REQUIREMENT FOR LANDSCAPE-RELATED 
BUSINESSES TO COMPLETE A COURSE ON OVERSEEDING ALTERNATIVES AND WATER 
EFFICIENCY TO CHAPTER 3.28 BUSINESS LICENSES AND CHAPTER 8.13 WATER EFFICIENT 
LANDSCAPING 

RECOMMENDATION   

A. Move to take up Ordinance No. 554 by title and number only and waive further reading. 

B. Move to introduce at first reading, Ordinance No .554  amending Title 3 of the La Quinta 
Municipal Code by adding Chapter 3.28.045 and Title 8 of the Municipal Code by 
amending Section 8.13.020 and adding Section 8.13.065. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 The Coachella Valley Association of Governments (CVAG) requests member cities to
require landscape businesses to complete a water efficient landscaping course.

 All Coachella Valley cities, except for the City of La Quinta, adopted a Landscaper
Overseeding Certification Ordinance in 2008, which requires landscape professionals to
complete a smart scalping landscaping course to comply with the Coachella Valley PM-
10 State Implementation Plan.

 On November 1, 2016, Council directed staff to prepare an ordinance requiring
certification of landscape businesses in smart scalping and water efficiency.

FISCAL IMPACT - None 

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS 

CVAG’s Executive Committee approved a model Landscaper Overseeding Certification 
Ordinance in July 2007 to improve regional air quality; all Coachella Valley cities 
subsequently adopted the ordinance except for the City of La Quinta.  This program requires 
landscape businesses to complete a smart scalping course at the College of the Desert (COD) 
prior to obtaining a business license.  Approximately 630 certificates have been issued.  In 
2008, Councilmembers questioned the value of smart scalping courses and the impact of 
smart scalping in improving air quality and ultimately decided against mandating the 
certification as a prerequisite to obtaining a city business license.  Though a certification 
course requirement was not adopted, smart scalping methods are used for City landscape 
maintenance.  

BUSINESS SESSION ITEM NO. 5
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In June 2016, CVAG’s Executive Committee amended the existing model Landscaper 
Overseeding Certification Ordinance to add a certification course requirement for water 
efficiency.  CVAG requests that each city amend their overseeding ordinance to require all 
landscape-related businesses complete a water efficiency landscaping course within 12 
months preceding application or renewal of a city business license (Attachment 1).  The new 
course is offered online by COD and will be combined with the existing Landscaper 
Overseeding Certification Program.  The course is offered free of charge and there is no cost 
to member agencies (Attachment 2).  CVAG estimates that both courses can be completed 
in four hours.   There are 91 existing landscape-related business licenses in the City of La 
Quinta.  If approved by Council, these businesses will be required to fulfill the certification 
course in order to renew their licenses. 
 
Staff recommends that the Council require landscape-related businesses to participate in 
the overseeding and water efficient landscaping certification program.  The cities of La 
Quinta and Desert Hot Springs are the only Coachella Valley cities not to adopt the 
landscape certification requirement.  Though the ordinance does not regulate smart 
scalping or water efficient landscape maintenance activities, a course requirement will 
encourage activities that improve regional air quality and water efficiency. 
 
ALTERNATIVES 

The Council could recommend additional code amendments or recommend not modifying 
the existing business license requirements. 
 
Prepared by:   Gabriel Perez, Planning Manager 
Approved by:  Timothy R. Jonasson, P.E., Design and Development Director/City Engineer 
 
Attachments:  1.  Landscaper Certification Course Announcement  
                           2.  Landscaper Certification Course Outline 
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ORDINANCE NO.  554 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA 
QUINTA, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING THE LA QUINTA 
MUNICIPAL CODE BY ADDING THE REQUIREMENT FOR 
LANDSCAPE-RELATED BUSINESSES TO COMPLETE A 
COURSE ON OVERSEEDING ALTERNATIVES AND WATER 
EFFICIENCY TO CHAPTER 3.28 BUSINESS LICENSES, AND 
CHAPTER 8.13 WATER EFFICIENT LANDSCAPING  

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of La Quinta, California did, on the 7th day 
of February 2017, reviewed a City-initiated request to amend Title 3 (Revenue and 
Finance), Chapter 3.28 (Business Licenses) and Title 8 (Buildings and Construction), 
Chapter 8.13 (Water Efficient Landscaping) of the La Quinta Municipal Code; and 

WHEREAS, air quality and water efficiency are among the most essential issues 
associated with public health and safety, which in turn is essential to the continued 
economic well-being of the Coachella Valley and to the needs of its residents; and 

WHEREAS, the majority of water use in the Coachella Valley is for outdoor 
landscaping and our ability to meet water conservation goals and maintain the high 
quality of our water supply depends on water conservation best practices in 
landscaping; and 

WHEREAS, air quality within the Coachella Valley is significantly impacted by 
the local tradition of scalping the summer (Bermuda) turf grass in preparation for 
annual over seeding with rye grass each fall; and  

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the Coachella Valley Water District 
(CVWD), in partnership with the Coachella Valley Association of Governments (CVAG), 
College of the Desert (COD), other local water districts, and local stakeholders, has 
developed a two-hour water efficiency course to provide guidance to landscape-
related business professionals regarding reduction of water use in turf and other 
landscape areas and encourage the use of water efficient desert landscaping; and 

 WHEREAS, the City Council finds that CVAG, in partnership with the South Coast 
Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD), has developed a course for the Landscape 
Certification Program promoting an over seeding process whereby there is a gradual 
reduction of watering combined with a progressive lowering of the turf as an 
alternative to the traditional single-scalping operation; and 

WHEREAS, the water efficiency curriculum can be added to the existing course 
on over seeding alternatives for the Landscape Certification Program; and 
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Ordinance No. 554 
Amendment to Titles 3 and 8  
Adopted:  
Page 2 of 3 

 
 WHEREAS, the updated course for the Landscape Certification Program, which 
will include both the smart scalping curriculum and the water efficiency curriculum, 
will be available online and/or at a local testing center, and will be available in English 
and Spanish; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Landscape Certification Program requirement for professionals 
in the landscaping installation, maintenance, design, and other landscape-related 
businesses, and their suppliers within the City of La Quinta is an efficient and effective 
method of promoting the over seeding alternative and water efficiency; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the public health and safety is served by requiring completion of 
said course as a prerequisite for the issuance and renewal of business licenses for 
landscape-related businesses within the City of La Quinta; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that this new educational prerequisite should 
take effect on April 1, 2017. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of La Quinta does ordain as 
follows: 
 
SECTION 1. TITLE 3 REVENUE AND FINANCE, CHAPTER 3.28 BUSINESS LICENSES shall 
be amended to add a new Section 3.28.045 as written in Exhibit A attached hereto. 
 
SECTION 2.  TITLE 8 BUILDINGS AND CONSTRUCTION, CHAPTER 8.13 WATER 
EFFICIENT LANDSCAPING shall be amended to  add certain definitions to Section 
8.13.020 and to add a new Section 8.13.065 as written in Exhibit A attached hereto. 
 
SECTION 3.  That the City Council does hereby approve a requirement for an 
overseeding alternative and water efficiency course for landscape-related businesses, 
as set forth in attached Exhibit A for the reasons set forth in this Ordinance. 
 
SECTION 4.  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect the latter of thirty (30) 
days after its adoption or April 1, 2017. 
 
SECTION 5.  The City Clerk shall, within 15 days after passage of this Ordinance, cause 
it to be posted in at least three public places designated by resolution of the City 
Council, shall certify to the adoption and posting of this Ordinance, and shall cause 
this Ordinance and its certification, together with proof of posting to be entered into 
the permanent record of Ordinances of the City of La Quinta. 
 
SECTION 6.  Severability. If any section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, 
phrase, or portion of this Ordinance is, for any reason, held to be invalid or 
unconstitutional by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision 
shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. The City 
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Ordinance No. 554 
Amendment to Titles 3 and 8  
Adopted:  
Page 3 of 3 

 
Council hereby declares that it would have adopted this Ordinance and each and 
every section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion thereof, 
irrespective of the fact that any one or more section, subsections, subdivisions, 
sentences, clauses, phrases, or portions thereof be declared unconstitutional. 

 
PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED, at a regular meeting of the La Quinta City 

Council held this ___ day of February, 2017 by the following vote: 
 
AYES:   
 
NOES:  
 
ABSENT:  
 
ABSTAIN:  
 
 

____________________________ 
LINDA EVANS, Mayor 
City of La Quinta, California 

 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
SUSAN MAYSELS, City Clerk 
City of La Quinta, California 
 
(CITY SEAL) 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
WILLIAM H. IHRKE, City Attorney 
City of La Quinta, California 
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ORDINANCE 554 - EXHIBIT A  
 

 

ADD: SECTION 3.28.045 Required course for landscape-related businesses on 
overseeding alternative and water efficiency    
Applicants for a city business license or renewal of a city business license to provide 
services or nursery products related to or used for landscape installation, 
maintenance, or design, shall comply with the required course provision of Section 
8.13.065 of this code. 
 
Chapter 8.13 WATER EFFICIENT LANDSCAPING 
 
8.13.020  Definitions.  
 
The words used in this chapter have the meanings set forth below: 
 
“Application rate” means the depth of water applied to a given area, usually 
measured in inches per hour. Also known as precipitation rate (sprinklers) or emission 
rate (drippers/microsprayers) in gallons per hour. 
 
“Applied water” means the portion of water supplied by the irrigation system to the 
landscape. 
 
“Automatic controller” means a mechanical or solid-state timer, capable of operating 
valve stations to set the days and length of time of a water application. 
 
“Backflow prevention device” means a safety device used to prevent pollution or 
contamination of the water supply due to the reverse flow of water from the irrigation 
system. 
 
“Beneficial use” means water used for landscape evapotranspiration. 
 
“Certified landscape irrigation auditor” means a person certified to perform landscape 
irrigation audits by an accredited academic institution, a professional trade 
organization or other program such as the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency WaterSense irrigation auditor certification program and Irrigation Association 
Certified Landscape Irrigation Auditor program. 
 
ADD: “City” means the City of La Quinta. 
 
“Conversion factor (0.62)” means a number that converts the maximum applied water 
allowance from acre-inches per acre per year to gallons per square foot per year. The 
conversion factor is calculated as follows: 
 

  (325,851 gallons/43,560 square feet)/12 inches = (0.62)
  325,851 gallons = one acre-foot 
  43,560 square feet = one acre 
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  12 inches = one foot 
 
To convert gallons per year to one hundred cubic feet per year, the common billing 
unit for water, divide gallons per year by seven hundred forty-eight. (748 gallons = 100 
cubic feet) 
“Desert landscape” means a desert landscape using native plants spaced to look like a 
native habitat utilizing plants native to the southwestern United States and northern 
Mexico or native to other desert regions of the world but adapted to the Coachella 
Valley. 
 
“Distribution uniformity” is a measure of how evenly sprinklers apply water. The low-
quarter measurement method (DULQ) utilized in the irrigation audit procedure is 
utilized for the purposes of these criteria. These criteria assume an attainable 
performance level of 75% DULQ for spray heads, 80% DULQ for rotor heads and 85% 
DULQ for recreational turf grass rotor heads. 
 
“Drip irrigation” means a method of irrigation where the water is applied slowly at the 
base of plants without watering the open space between plants. 
 
“Ecological restoration project” means a project where the site is intentionally altered 
to establish a defined, indigenous, historic ecosystem. 
 
“Effective precipitation” or “usable rainfall” means the portion of total natural 
precipitation that is used by the plants. Precipitation is not a reliable source of water in 
the desert. 
 
“Electronic controllers” are time clocks that have the capabilities of multi-
programming, water budgeting and multiple start times. 
 
“Emission uniformity” is a measure of how evenly drip and microspray emitters apply 
water. The low-quarter measurement method (EULQ) utilized in the landscape 
irrigation evaluation procedure is utilized for the purposes of these criteria. These 
criteria assume 90% DULQ for drippers, microsprays and pressure compensating 
bubblers. 
 
“Emitter” means drip irrigation fittings that deliver water slowly from the system to 
the soil. 
 
“Established landscape” means the point at which plants in the landscape have 
developed roots into the soil adjacent to the root ball. 
 
“Establishment period” means the first year after installing the plant in the landscape. 
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“Estimated annual applied water use” means the portion of the estimated annual 
total water use that is derived from applied water. The estimated annual applied 
water use shall not exceed the maximum applied water allowance. 
 
“Estimated annual total applied water use” (total of all hydrozones) means the annual 
total amount of water estimated to be needed by all hydrozones to keep the plants 
and water features in the landscaped area healthy and visually pleasing. It is based 
upon such factors as the local evapotranspiration rate, the size of the landscaped 
area, the size and type of the water feature, the types of plants, and the efficiency of 
the irrigation system. The estimated annual total applied water use shall not exceed 
the maximum applied water allowance. 
 
“ET adjustment factor” means a factor of 0.45 that, when applied to reference 
evapotranspiration, adjusts for plant factors and irrigation efficiency, two major 
influences upon the amount of water that needs to be applied to the landscape.  
“Evapotranspiration” or “ET” means the quantity of water evaporated from adjacent 
soil surfaces and transpired by plants during a specific time. 
 
“Flow rate” means the rate at which water flows through pipes and valves (gallons per 
minute or cubic feet per second). 
 
“Hardscape” means concrete or asphalt areas including streets, parking lots, 
sidewalks, driveways and patios and decks. 
 
“Head-to-head coverage” means one hundred percent sprinkler coverage of the area 
to be irrigated, with maximum practical uniformity. 
 
“High flow check valve” means a valve located under/in a sprinkler head to stop the 
flow of water if the spray head is broken or missing. 
 
“Hydrozone” means a portion of the landscaped area having plants with similar water 
needs that are served by a valve or set of valves with the same schedule. A hydrozone 
may be irrigated or nonirrigated. For example, a naturalized area planted with native 
vegetation that will not need supplemental irrigation once established is a 
nonirrigated hydrozone. 
 
“Infiltration rate” means the rate of water entry into the soil expressed as a depth of 
water per unit of time (inches per hour). 
 
“Irrigation efficiency” means the measurement of the amount of water beneficially 
used divided by the amount of water applied. Irrigation efficiency is derived from 
measurements and estimates of irrigation system characteristics and management 
practices. The minimum irrigation efficiency for purposes of this chapter is 0.75 or 75 
percent and .90 or 90 percent for drip systems.  
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“Landscape irrigation audit” means a process to perform site inspections, evaluate 
irrigation systems, and develop efficient irrigation schedules. 
 
“Landscape architect” means a person who holds a license to practice landscape 
architecture as per the state of California Business and Professions Code, Section 
5615. 
 
“Landscape contractor” means a person licensed by the state of California to 
construct, maintain, repair, install, or subcontract the development of landscape 
systems. 
 
ADD: “Landscape-related business” means any entity providing services or nursery 
products related to or used for landscape installation, maintenance, or design. 
 
“Landscaped area” means the entire parcel less the building footprint, driveways, non-
irrigated portions of parking lots, hardscapes such as decks and patios, and other 
nonporous areas. Water features are included in the calculation of the landscaped 
area. 
 
“Lateral line” means the water delivery pipeline that supplies water to the emitters or 
sprinklers from the valve. 
 
“Local water purveyor” means the Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD). 
 
“Main line” means the pressurized pipeline that delivers water from the water meter 
to the valve or outlet. 
 
“Maximum applied water allowance” means for design purposes, the upper limit of 
annual applied water for the established landscaped area, as specified in Division 2, 
Title 23, California Code of Regulations, Chapter 7, Section492. It is based upon the 
area’s reference evapotranspiration, the ET adjustment factor, and the size of the 
landscaped area. The estimated applied water use shall not exceed the maximum 
applied water allowance. 
 
“Mined-land reclamation projects” means any surface mining operation with a 
reclamation plan approved in accordance with the Surface Mining and Reclamation 
Act of 1975. 
 
“Mulch” means any material such as gravel, small rocks, pebbles, decorative sand, 
decomposed granite, bark, straw or other material left loose and applied to the soil 
surface for the beneficial purpose of reducing evaporation. 
 
“Native plants” means low water using plants that are indigenous to the Coachella 
Valley and lower Colorado Desert region of California and Arizona. 
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“Operating pressure” means the manufacturer’s recommended pressure at which a 
system of sprinklers, bubblers, drippers or microsprayers is designed to operate. 
 
“Overhead sprinkler irrigation systems” means those with high flow rates (pop-ups, 
impulse sprinklers, rotors, etc.). 
 
“Overspray” means the water which is delivered beyond the landscaped area, wetting 
pavements, walks, structures, or other nonlandscaped areas. 
 
“Pervious” means any surface or material that allows the passage of water through 
the material and into the underlying soil. 
 
“Plant factor” means a factor that when multiplied by reference evapotranspiration, 
estimates the amount of water used by plants. For purposes of this chapter, the 
average plant factor of very low water using plants ranges from 0.01 to 0.10, for low 
water using plants the range is 0.10 to 0.30, for moderate water using plants the 
range is 0.40 to 0.60 and for high water using plants, the range is 0.70 to 0.90. 
Reference: Water Use Classifications of Landscape Species IV(WUCOLS IV). 
 
“Pressure compensating (PC) bubbler” means an emission device that allows the 
output of water to remain constant regardless of input pressure. Typical flow rates for 
this type of bubbler range between 0.25 gpm to 2.0 gpm. 
 
“Pressure compensating screens/devices” means small screens/devices inserted in 
place of standard screens/devices that are used in sprinkler heads for radius and high 
pressure control. 
 
“Qualified professional” means a person who has been certified by his or her 
professional organization or a person who has demonstrated knowledge and is locally 
recognized as qualified among landscape architects due to longtime experience. 
 
“Rain sensing device” means a system which automatically shuts off the irrigation 
system when it rains. 
 
“Record drawing” or “as-builts” means a set of reproducible drawings which show 
significant changes in the work made during construction which are usually based on 
drawings marked up in the field and other data furnished by the contractor. 
 
“Recreational area” means areas of active play or recreation such as sports fields, 
school yards, picnic grounds, or other areas with intense foot traffic. 
“Recreational turfgrass” means turfgrass that serves as a playing surface for sports 
and recreational activities. Athletic fields, golf courses, parks and school playgrounds 
are all examples of areas hosting recreational turfgrass. 
 

163

Click here to return to Agenda



ORDINANCE 554 - EXHIBIT A  
 

 

“Recreational turfgrass ET adjustment factor” means a factor of 0.82 that, when 
applied to reference evapotranspiration, adjusts for the additional stress of high traffic 
on recreational turfgrass and the higher irrigation efficiencies of long range rotary 
sprinklers. These are the two major influences upon the amount of water that needs 
to be applied to a recreational landscape. A mixed cool/warm season turfgrass with a 
seasonal average of 0.7 is the basis of the plant factor portion of this calculation. The 
irrigation efficiency of long range sprinklers for purposes of the ET adjustment factor is 
0.85. Therefore, the ET adjustment factor is 0.82 = 0.7/0.85. 
 
“Recycled water,” “reclaimed water” or “treated sewage effluent water” means 
treated or recycled waste water of a quality suitable for nonpotable uses such as 
landscape irrigation; not intended for human consumption. 
 
“Reference evapotranspiration” or “ETo” means a standard measurement of 
environmental parameters which affect the water use of plants. ETo is given in inches 
per day, month, or year, and is an estimate of the evapotranspiration of a large field of 
cool-season grass that is well watered. Reference evapotranspiration is used as a 
basis of determining the maximum applied water allowances so that regional 
differences in climate can be accommodated. For purposes of this chapter, the most 
current edition of the Coachella Valley Water District’s Reference Evapotranspiration 
Table shall be referenced. 
 
“Rehabilitated landscape” means any re-landscaping project whose choice of new 
plant material and/or new irrigation system components is such that the calculation 
of the site’s estimated water use will be significantly changed. The new estimated 
water use calculation must not exceed the maximum applied water allowance 
calculated for the site using a 0.45 ET adjustment factor. 
 
“Runoff” means water which is not absorbed by the soil or landscape to which it is 
applied and flows from the planted area. For example, runoff may result from water 
that is applied at too great a rate (application rate exceeds infiltration rate), when 
there is a severe slope or when water is misapplied to hardscapes. 
 
“Service line” means the pressurized pipeline that delivers water from the water 
source to the water meter. 
 
“Smart controller” means weather based or soil moisture based irrigation controls 
that monitor and use information about environmental conditions for a specific 
location and landscape (such as soil moisture, rain, wind, the plants’ evaporation and 
transpiration rates and, in some cases, plant type and more) to decide for themselves 
when to water and when not to, providing exactly the right amount of water to 
maintain lush, healthy growing conditions. 
 
“Soil moisture sensing device” means a device that measures the amount of water in 
the soil. 
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“Soil texture” means the classification of soil based on the percentage of sand, silt and 
clay in the soil. 
 
“Sprinkler head” means a device which sprays water through a nozzle. 
 
“Static water pressure” means the pipeline pressure when water is not flowing. 
 
“Station” means an area served by one valve or by a set of valves that operates 
simultaneously. 
 
“Turf” means a surface layer of earth containing mowed grass with its roots. Perennial 
and annual ryegrass are cool season grasses. Hybrid and common Bermuda grass, are 
warm season grasses. 
 
“Valve” means a device used to control the flow of water in the irrigation system. 
 
“Water conservation concept statement” means a one-page checklist and a narrative 
summary of the project. 
 
“Water feature” means any water applied to the landscape for nonirrigation 
decorative purposes. Fountains, streams, ponds and lakes are considered water 
features. Water features use more water than efficiently irrigated turf grass and are 
assigned a plant factor value of 1.1 for a stationary body of water and 1.2 for a 
moving body of water. 
 
Note: Section 65594, Government Code. Reference: Section 65597, Government Code. 
(Ord. 476 § 1, 2010; Ord. 452 § 1, 2008; Ord. 392 § 3 (Exh. A)(part), 2003; Ord. 220 § 1 
(Exh. A)(part), 1993) 
 
ADD: 8.13.065 Required course for landscape-related businesses on 
overseeding alternative and water efficiency  
 
Effective April 1, 2017, when making an application for a City business license or an 
application to renew a City business license, for any entity providing services or 
nursery products related to or used for landscape installation, maintenance, or design, 
the applicant shall present proof that at least one employee has, within the twelve 
months immediately preceding the application, completed a minimum four-hour 
course approved by the City on grass overseeding alternatives to traditional scalping 
and landscaping water efficiency. 
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 Take the Online 
Landscaper 

Certification Class
Learn about the best water  

conservation practices including 
the following topics: 

• Soil types
• Irrigation system efficiency
• Understanding turf grass

This class is now required to 
apply for any landscaping related 

business licences within the 
Coachella Valley. Check your city's 

website for more information.

Note: This class is in addition 
to the AQMD certificate.

Class is available in English and Spanish.

Stay connected with us! 
(760) 398-2651 
www.cvwd.org

FREE  
REGISTRATION 

Visit www.cvag.org 
to register online.

ATTACHMENT 1
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Landscaper Certification Class Outline 

 

The class will be available in both English and Spanish through COD.  There will be a short quiz between 
each section of the class. 

 
 Introduction 

o Removing turf and replacing with desert landscaping is our first choice 
o If you have grass, how do you irrigate it efficiently 

 Define efficiency 
o In a technical way, as it relates to different types or irrigation 
o Understanding irrigation system water use 

 Know your soil 
o Gravelly sand, sand, sandy loam 

 Characteristics of each 
o How to irrigation each soil type 

 Know your weather 
o Weather determines Evapotranspiration 

 The amount of water drawn from a plant by the atmosphere 
o How to use Evapotranspiration to irrigate efficiently 

 Know your turf grass 
o Understanding the needs of different types of grass 
o Understanding root depth 

 Know your irrigation system 
o Types of irrigation 
o Irrigation system performance 
o Precipitation rates 
o Sprinkler uniformity 

 Match your irrigation system to your soil, your weather and your turf grass 
o Programming the irrigation controller 
o Scheduling a baseline for run times 
o The difference between entire areas and “spots” of stress 
o How to cut back 

 CVWD rebate programs 

ATTACHMENT 2 
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City of La Quinta 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  February 7, 2017 

STAFF REPORT 

AGENDA TITLE:  DISCUSS CANNABIS DELIVERY AND PROPOSITION 64 UPDATE 

RECOMMENDATION 

Provide direction to staff regarding cannabis delivery and Proposition 64 update. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

• La Quinta Municipal Code Chapter 5.90 prohibits all cannabis related uses, including,
but not limited to, cooperatives, cultivation, deliveries, dispensaries, and other
commercial cannabis activities for which a state license is required under the Medical
Marijuana Regulation and Safety Act (MMRSA).

• On December 15, 2015, the City Council created an ad hoc committee (Committee)
to evaluate the City’s ordinance on medical cannabis deliveries.

• On November 8, 2016, the Adult Use of Marijuana Act (Prop. 64) was passed. Local
governments are generally permitted to ban commercial marijuana businesses
under Prop. 64. A local government may not ban the personal indoor cultivation or
transportation on public roads of commercial marijuana through city limits.

FISCAL IMPACT – None. 

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS 

On December 15, 2015, City Council created a Committee comprised of Councilmember 
Peña and former Councilmember Franklin to evaluate the City’s ordinance on cannabis 
deliveries. The first of six meetings was held on January 28, 2016 and included residents 
and medical cannabis delivery business owners. 

Initially, the Committee reviewed City Ordinance Chapter 5.90 Cannabis Related Uses, 
Commercial Cannabis Activities, Deliveries, and Cultivation Prohibited and considered 
examples of other city ordinances for medical cannabis delivery allowances. With the 
proposal and adoption last year of Prop. 64, the Committee also reviewed minor 
conforming amendments. Prop. 64 is designed to allow responsible use of marijuana by 
adults 21 and over within a tightly regulated system. It allows adults to legally possess, 
transport, purchase, consume and share up to one ounce of marijuana and 8 grams of 
concentrated marijuana. Adults may also legally grow up to six plants at home. The newly-
formed Bureau of Marijuana Control within the Department of Consumer Affairs will 
coordinate efforts of the Departments of Public Health and Food & Agriculture, among 
others, to oversee regulation for both medical and nonmedical marijuana. 

Separate from Prop. 64, the MMRSA is a series of bills passed by the state legislature, AB 
243, AB 266, and SB 643, dealing with different aspects of licensing and regulating medical 

STUDY SESSION ITEM NO. 1 
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cannabis. Prop. 64 will be regulated using the same centralized statewide framework and 
by the same state agencies provided for in those laws.  
 
Local Governments May Issue Permits or Licenses Prop. 64 does not require cities and 
counties to provide local commercial businesses permits or licenses for a business to 
operate legally under state law. However, if they choose to do so, local governments have 
the ability to regulate nonmedical marijuana businesses through zoning and local laws, and 
may ban businesses from existing within their jurisdictions.  
 
Prop. 64 Allows Local Governments to License Onsite Consumption  
Prop. 64 permits licensed businesses, subject to local approval, to sell nonmedical 
marijuana for the purposes of onsite consumption by adults 21 and over. Those businesses 
may not sell or permit the consumption of alcohol or tobacco.  
 
Prop. 64 May Generate Significant Revenue for California  
Prop. 64 imposes a 15 percent state excise tax on all retail sales of marijuana (both medical 
and nonmedical), in addition to the state sales tax, and a separate state tax on cultivation. 
State officials estimate this will generate hundreds of millions of dollars to over $1 billion in 
new revenue each year.  
 
Tax Revenue Could Benefit Local Governments  
After ensuring the new law is adequately funded and researched, 20 percent of the 
remaining funds will be placed in a separate State and Local Government Law Enforcement 
Account. Funds from the account will be disbursed to the Board of State and Community 
Corrections for making grants to local governments to assist with law enforcement, fire 
protection, or other local programs addressing public health and safety associated with the 
implementation of Prop. 64. Local governments will not be eligible for these grants if they 
ban the cultivation or retail sale of marijuana.  
 
Local Governments May Impose Their Own Tax  
Consistent with state law and voter approval requirements, local governments may 
establish their own excise taxes on medical and nonmedical marijuana. License fees may 
also be imposed for city regulations.  
 
Local Governments May Ban Businesses  
Local governments are permitted to ban commercial marijuana businesses under Prop. 64. 
However, a local government cannot ban the personal indoor cultivation (up to six 
marijuana plants) but can ban outdoor cultivation and may “reasonably regulate” personal 
indoor cultivation through, for example, a licensing process. If a local government bans 
businesses or outdoor cultivation, they are ineligible for a share of the state tax revenue. 
 
Ad Hoc Committee Proposed Ordinance  
The Committee last met on November 16, 2016 and reviewed the draft ordinance 
(Attachment 1).  It focuses only on the Council’s direction to look at limited medical 
marijuana delivery within the City. The draft also includes minor conforming amendments 
under Prop. 64. 
 
Prepared by:  Gilbert Villalpando, Management Specialist 
Approved by:  Frank J. Spevacek, City Manager 
 
Attachment:  1. Draft Ordinance 
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ORDINANCE NO.  

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA 
QUINTA, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING CHAPTER 5.90 OF, AND 
ADDING CHAPTER 5.91 TO, THE LA QUINTA MUNICIPAL 
CODE, RELATING TO THE REGULATION OF THE DELIVERY 
OF MEDICAL CANNABIS IN THE CITY OF LA QUINTA AND 
CONFORMING AMENDMENT PURSUANT TO STATE ADULT 
USE OF MARIJUANA ACT 
 

WHEREAS, on November 5, 1996, the voters of the State of California approved 
Proposition 215, codified as Health and Safety Code Section 11362.5 et seq., and 
entitled the Compassionate Use Act of 1996 (“CUA”).  The CUA exempts qualified 
patients and their primary caregivers from criminal liability under state law for the 
possession and cultivation of cannabis (marijuana) for personal medical use; and  

WHEREAS, the intent of the CUA was to enable persons in the State of 
California who are in need of cannabis for medicinal purposes to obtain it and use it 
under limited, specified circumstances; and 

WHEREAS, the State Legislature enacted Senate Bill 420 in October 2003, 
codified a Health and Safety Section 11362.7, et seq., (“Medical Marijuana Program 
Act,” or “MMPA”) to clarify the scope of the Compassionate Use Act of 1996 and to 
allow cities and other governing bodies to adopt and enforce rules and regulations 
consistent with SB 420.  The MMPA created a state-approved voluntary medical 
cannabis identification card program and provided for certain additional immunities 
from state cannabis laws.  Assembly Bill 2650 (2010) and Assembly Bill 1300 
(2011) amended the Medical Marijuana Program to expressly recognize the authority 
of counties and cities to “[a]dopt local ordinances that regulate the location, 
operation, or establishment of a medical marijuana [cannabis] cooperative or 
collective” and to civilly and criminally enforce such ordinances; and 

WHEREAS, the CUA and MMPA do not “legalize” cannabis, but provide limited 
defenses to certain categories of individuals with respect to certain conduct and 
certain state criminal offenses; and 

WHEREAS, in City of Riverside v. Inland Empire Patients Health and Wellness 
Center, Inc.  (2013) 56 Cal.4th 729, the California Supreme Court held that “[n]othing in 
the CUA or the MMP expressly or impliedly limits the inherent authority of a local 
jurisdiction, by its own ordinances, to regulate the use of its land[,]”; and 

WHEREAS, the Federal Controlled Substances Act, 21 U.S.C.  § 801 et seq., 
classifies marijuana [cannabis] as a Schedule 1 Drug, which is defined as a drug or 
other substance that has a high potential for abuse, that has no currently accepted 
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LQMC – Amending Chapter 5.90 and Adding Chapter 5.91 
Adopted:  
Page 2 of 18 
 

 

medical use in treatment in the United States, and that has not been accepted as safe 
for use under medical supervision.  The Federal Controlled Substances Act makes it 
unlawful under federal law for any person to cultivate, manufacture, distribute or 
dispense, or possess with intent to manufacture, distribute or dispense, cannabis.  The 
Federal Controlled Substances Act contains no exemption for medical purposes; and 

WHEREAS, on October 9, 2015 Governor Brown signed three bills into law (AB 
266, AB 243, and SB 643) which collectively are known as the Medical Marijuana 
Regulation and Safety Act (“MMRSA”).  MMRSA established a state licensing scheme 
for commercial medical cannabis uses while protecting local control by requiring that 
all such businesses must have a local license or permit to operate in addition to a 
state license.  MMRSA allows a City to regulate cannabis delivery activities; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that unregulated cannabis delivery activities 
can adversely affect the health, safety, and well-being of City residents.  Citywide 
regulation and licensing of medical cannabis delivery is proper and necessary to 
minimize the risks of criminal activity and other impacts that may result from such 
activities; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the MMRSA, on or about January 19, 2016, the City 
Council adopted Ordinance No. 532, which added Chapter 5.90 to the La Quinta 
Municipal Code, prohibiting throughout the City all Cannabis related uses, including 
but not limited to “Cooperatives,” “Cultivation,” “Deliveries,” “Dispensaries,” and other 
“Commercial Cannabis Activities” (as defined in Chapter 5.90) for which a state license 
is required under the MMRSA; and 

WHEREAS, in response to concerns raised by members of the public and 
residents of the City, the City Council directed the formation of the Ad Hoc Cannabis 
Committee to review and evaluate a potential amendment to the La Quinta Municipal 
Code that would allow for limited delivery of medical cannabis to residents within the 
City that would otherwise not have the ability to obtain easily medical cannabis under 
the City’s ban of all Commercial Cannabis Activities; and 

WHEREAS, on November 8, 2016, California voters approve Proposition 64, the 
Control, Regulate and Tax Adult Use of Marijuana Act (the “Adult Use Act”), which 
generally sets forth comprehensive statutory provisions regulating 
nonmedical/recreational cannabis at all levels of use and commerce; and 

WHEREAS, the Adult Use Act authorizes local jurisdictions to enforce state laws 
and regulations for nonmedical/recreational cannabis businesses, to enact additional 
local requirements for nonmedical/recreational cannabis businesses, and to ban 
nonmedical/recreational businesses; and 

WHEREAS, the Adult Use Act (Health and Safety Code sections 11362.1(a)(3) 
and 11362.2(b)(2)) authorizes “personal use” of nonmedical/ recreational cannabis for 
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persons 21 years of age or older, and the Adult Use Act specifically allows such 
persons to possess, plant, cultivate, harvest, dry, or process not more than six living 
marijuana plants and possess the marijuana produced by the plants, and state law 
preempts local jurisdictions from completely prohibiting persons engaging in this 
personal use of nonmedical/recreational cannabis inside a private residence or inside 
a fully enclosed and secure accessory structure to a private residence located on the 
grounds of a private residence; and 

WHEREAS, the Adult Use Act (Business and Professions Code section 26080(b)) 
preempts local jurisdictions from preventing transportation of cannabis or cannabis 
products on public roads by a licensee transporting cannabis or cannabis products in 
compliance with state law, but the Adult Use Act (Business and Professions Code 
sections 26090(b) and 26200(a)) specifically authorizes local jurisdictions to adopt and 
enforce local ordinances that regulate, or completely prohibit, 
nonmedical/recreational cannabis businesses that may be licensed to operate under 
the Adult Use Act, including businesses that may be licensed under state law for the 
delivery of nonmedical/recreational cannabis or cannabis products; and 

WHEREAS, after multiple meetings and discussions, including with the City 
Attorney’s Office and other interested stakeholders, the Ad Hoc Cannabis Committee 
has submitted a proposed ordinance for consideration by the City Council. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of La Quinta does ordain as 
follows: 

SECTION 1: Recitals. The foregoing recitals are true and correct and are 
incorporated herein as though set forth in full. 

SECTION 2: Authority. This ordinance is adopted pursuant to the authority granted 
by the California Constitution and state law, including but not limited to Article XI, 
Section 7 of the California Constitution, the CUA, the MMPA, and the MMRSA. 

SECTION 3: Adoption. Section 5.90.020 of the La Quinta Municipal Code is hereby 
amended, and Chapter 5.91 is hereby added to the La Quinta Municipal Code, as 
written in Exhibit A attached hereto. 

SECTION 4: Cumulative Ordinance. Nothing in this Ordinance shall be interpreted 
to allow any land use which is not expressly listed as permitted or conditionally 
permitted within the City’s Zoning Code. 

SECTION 5: CEQA Determination. In adopting this Ordinance, the City Council finds 
that the project is categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) pursuant to Title 14 California Code of Regulations Sections 15061(b)(3) and 
15378, in that it can be seen with certainty that the adoption of the Municipal Code 
amendments propose no activity that may have a significant effect on the 
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environment and will not cause a direct physical change in the environment or a 
reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment. 

SECTION 6: Severability. If any section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, 
phrase, or portion of this Ordinance is, for any reason, held to be invalid or 
unconstitutional by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision 
shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. The City 
Council hereby declares that it would have adopted this Ordinance and each and 
every section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion thereof, 
irrespective of the fact that any one or more section, subsections, subdivisions, 
sentences, clauses, phrases, or portions thereof be declared unconstitutional. 

SECTION 7: Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect thirty 
(30) days after its adoption. 

SECTION 8: Posting. The City Clerk shall, within 15 days after passage of this 
Ordinance, cause it to be posted in at least three public places designated by 
resolution of the City Council, shall certify to the adoption and posting of this 
Ordinance, and shall cause this Ordinance and its certification, together with proof of 
posting to be entered into the Book of Ordinances of the City of La Quinta. 

PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED, at a regular meeting of the La Quinta City 
Council held this ___ day of _________, 20__ by the following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

_____________________________ 
LINDA EVANS, Mayor 
City of La Quinta, California 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________ 
SUSAN MAYSELS, City Clerk 
City of La Quinta, California 
 
(CITY SEAL) 
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APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

________________________________ 
WILLIAM H. IHRKE, City Attorney 
City of La Quinta, California 
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EXHIBIT A 

CHAPTER 5.90 of the La Quinta Municipal Code is amended, to read: 

5.90.010  Definitions.  

“Cannabis” shall mean all parts of the plant Cannabis sativa linnaeus, Cannabis indica, 
or Cannabis ruderalis, whether growing or not; the seeds thereof; the resin, whether 
crude or purified, extracted from any part of the plant; and every compound, 
manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation of the plant, its seeds, or resin. 
“Cannabis” also means the separated resin, whether crude or purified, obtained from 
marijuana. “Cannabis” also means “marijuana” as defined by Section 11018 of the 
California Health and Safety Code, and Section 26001(s) of the California Business and 
Professions Code, as may be amended from time to time.  as enacted by Chapter 1407 
of the Statutes of 1972. The term “Cannabis” shall also have the same meaning as 
“cannabis” set forth in Section 19300.5(f) of the California Business and Professions 
Code, as may be amended from time to time.  “Cannabis” does not include the mature 
stalks of the plant, fiber produced from the stalks, oil or cake made from the seeds of 
the plant, any other compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation 
of the mature stalks (except the resin extracted therefrom), fiber, oil, or cake, or the 
sterilized seed of the plant which is incapable of germination. For the purpose of this 
chapter, “cannabis” does not mean “industrial hemp” as defined by Section 81000 of 
the California Food and Agricultural Code or Section 11018.5 of the California Health 
and Safety Code. 

“Cannabis accessories” shall have the same meanings as “marijuana accessories” as 
defined in Section 11018.2 of the California Health and Safety Code, and Section 
26001(t) of the California Business and Professions Code, as may be amended from time 
to time. 

“Cannabis products” shall have the same meanings as “marijuana products” as defined 
in Section 11018.1 of the California Health and Safety Code, and Section 26001(u) of the 
California Business and Professions Code, as may be amended from time to time. 

 “Caregiver” or “primary caregiver” shall have the same meaning as set forth in 
Section 11362.7 of the California Health and Safety Code, as may be amended from 
time to time. 

“Commercial cannabis activity” shall have the same meaning as set forth in Section 
19300.5(k) of the California Business and Professions Code, as may be amended from 
time to time.  “Commercial cannabis activity” shall also have the same meaning as a 
cannabis or marijuana “operation” as defined in Section 26001(w) of the California 
Business and Professions Code, as may be amended from time to time. 
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The “Control, Regulate and Tax Adult Use of Marijuana Act” or “Adult Use Act” shall 
mean and refer to that the provisions of law adopted by the voters by statewide ballot 
initiative (Proposition 64) on the November 8, 2016 General Election, as those provisions 
of law may be amended from time to time. 

“Cooperative” shall mean two or more persons collectively or cooperatively 
cultivating, using, transporting, possessing, administering, delivering, or making 
available cannabis, with or without cultivation. 

“Cultivation” or “cultivate” shall have the same meaningmeanings as set forth in 
Section 19300.5(l) and Section 26001(e) of the California Business and Professions 
Code, as may be amended from time to time. 

“Delivery” shall have the same meaningmeanings as set forth in Section 19300.5(m) 
and Section 26001(h) of the California Business and Professions Code, as may be 
amended from time to time. 

“Dispensary” shall have the same meaning set forth in Section 19300.5(n) of the 
California Business and Professions Code, as may be amended from time to time. For 
purposes of this chapter, dispensary shall also include a cooperative. Dispensary shall 
not include the following uses: (1) a clinic licensed pursuant to Chapter 1 of Division 2 
of the California Health and Safety Code; (2) a health care facility licensed pursuant to 
Chapter 2 of Division 2 of the California Health and Safety Code; (3) a residential care 
facility for persons with chronic life threatening illnesses licensed pursuant to Chapter 
3.01 of Division 2 of the California Health and Safety Code; (4) a residential care facility 
for the elderly licensed pursuant to Chapter 3.2 of Division 2 of the California Health 
and Safety Code; (5) a residential hospice or home health agency licensed pursuant to 
Chapter 8 of Division 2 of the California Health and Safety Code. 

“Distribution” or “distribute” shall have the same meaning as set forth in Section 
26001(j) of the California Business and Professions Code, as may be amended from time 
to time. 

“Manufacture” shall have the same meaning as set forth in Section 26001(q), and 
“manufacturer” shall have the same meaning as set forth in Section 26001(r), of the 
California Business and Professions Code, as may be amended from time to time. 

“Medical cannabis” or “cannabis” shall have the same meaning as set forth in Section 
19300.5(ag) of the California Business and Professions Code, as may be amended from 
time to time. 

“Medical Marijuana Regulation and Safety Act” or “MMRSA” shall mean and refer to 
the following three bills signed into law on October 9, 2015, as the same may be 
amended from time to time: AB 243, AB 266, SB 643. 
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“Qualifying patient” or “qualified patient” shall have the same meaning as set forth in 
Section 11362.7 of the California Health and Safety Code, as may be amended from 
time to time. 

5.90.020  Prohibitions. 

A.  Cannabis Related Uses. Except as provided in Chapter 5.91, all All cannabis related 
uses, including, but not limited to, cooperatives, cultivation, deliveries, dispensaries, 
distribution, manufacture, and other commercial cannabis activities for which a state 
license is required under the MMRSA and the Adult Use Act, including cannabis uses 
and operations relating to cannabis accessories and cannabis products, are prohibited 
throughout the city. The city shall not issue any permit, or process any license or other 
entitlement for any cannabis related use or any other activity for which a state license 
is required under the MMRSA. No person shall establish, operate, conduct, permit or 
allow any cannabis related use anywhere within the city as prohibited under this 
paragraph. 

B.  Commercial Cannabis Activities. Except as provided in Chapter 5.91, all All 
commercial cannabis activities, including, but not limited to, cooperatives, cultivation, 
deliveries, and dispensaries, distribution, and manufacturing, are expressly prohibited 
throughout the city regardless of whether or not the commercial cannabis activity is 
for medical cannabis or cannabis used for medicinal purposes. The city shall not issue 
any permit, or process any license or other entitlement for any commercial cannabis 
activity. No person shall establish, operate, conduct, permit or allow a commercial 
cannabis activity anywhere within the city. 

C.  Cannabis Deliveries. Except as provided in Chapter 5.91, all All deliveries of cannabis 
and medical cannabis are expressly prohibited in the city. No person shall conduct any 
deliveries of cannabis or medical cannabis that either originate or terminate at any 
location within the city. 

D.  Cannabis Cultivation. Except as provided in Chapter 5.91, the The cultivation of 
cannabis, regardless of whether for commercial or non-commercial purposes, and 
including cultivation by a qualified patient or primary caregiver is expressly prohibited 
throughout the city. No person, including, but not limited to, a qualified patient or 
primary caregiver, shall cultivate any amount of cannabis in the city, regardless of 
whether or not the cannabis is intended to be used for medical purposes. 

[NO FURTHER AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 5.90] 

 

CHAPTER 5.91 is added to the La Quinta Municipal Code, to read: 
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CHAPTER 5.91  MEDICAL CANNABIS DELIVERY SERVICES 

5.91.010  Definitions. 

“Cannabis” shall have the same meaning as set forth in Section 5.90.010 of this 
code. 

“Cannabis accessories” shall have the same meanings as set forth in Section 
5.90.010 of this code. 

“Cannabis products” shall have the same meanings as set forth in Section 
5.90.010 of this code. 

 

“Caregiver” and “primary caregiver” shall have the same meaning as set forth 
in Section 5.90.010 of this code. 

“Commercial Cannabis Activities” shall have the same meaning as set forth in 
Section 5.90.010 of this code. 

The “Control, Regulate and Tax Adult Use of Marijuana Act” or “Adult Use Act” 
shall have the same meaning set forth in Section 5.90.010 of this code. 

“Delivery Driver” shall mean any person who drives or operates a Delivery 
Vehicle for a Delivery Service in which Medical Cannabis is delivered. 

“Delivery Service” shall mean a person engaged in the business, whether for 
profit or nonprofit, of owning, controlling and/or operating one or more Delivery 
Vehicles which transport, carry, distribute, and/or deliver Medical Cannabis anywhere 
in the city. “Delivery Service” also includes the use of any technology platform owned, 
controlled, or operated by any person that enables Qualified Patients or Primary 
Caregivers to arrange for or facilitate the commercial transfer of Medical Cannabis. 
“Delivery Service” also includes any dispensary that provides for the delivery of 
Medical Cannabis as described in Section 19300.5(m) of the California Business and 
Professions Code. 

“Delivery Vehicle” shall mean a motor vehicle, as that term is defined in the 
California Vehicle Code, used for the transportation of Medical Cannabis. 

“Medical Cannabis” shall have the same meaning as set forth in 
Section 19300.5(ag) of the California Business and Professions Code, as may be 
amended from time to time. “Medical Cannabis” also means “medical cannabis 
products” as described in Section 19300.5(ag) of the California Business and 
Professions Code. 
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“Medical Cannabis Delivery Service License” and “license” shall mean a license 
issued pursuant to this chapter to a Delivery Service. 

“Person” shall mean any individual person, firm, association, organization, 
partnership, joint venture, business trust, corporation, company, or entity of any kind 
whatsoever. 

“Qualified Patient” shall have the meaning set forth in California Health and 
Safety Code section 11362.7, as may be amended from time to time. 

5.91.020  Medical Cannabis Delivery Service License. 

A. All Commercial Cannabis Activities are prohibited in the city except for: 

1. A Delivery Service to deliver Medical Cannabis to a Qualified 
Patient from a Delivery Vehicle authorized pursuant to this chapter; 

2.  Personal use pursuant to Sections 11362.1(a)(3) and 
11362.2(b)(2) of the California Health and Safety Code, as may be amended 
from time to time; and 

3. Transportation of cannabis or cannabis products on public roads 
by a licensee transporting cannabis or cannabis products in compliance with 
the Adult Use Act, pursuant to Section 26080(b) of the California Business and 
Professions Code, as may be amended from time to time. 

B. Every Delivery Service shall obtain a Medical Cannabis Delivery Service 
License and business license from the city prior to any operation within the city. 

C. A Delivery Service shall comply with restrictions and conditions 
applicable to Delivery Services under validly issued Medical Cannabis Delivery Service 
Licenses. 

5.91.030  Medical Cannabis Delivery Service License Exemption. 

A Qualified Patient or Caregiver engaged in the transportation of Medical 
Cannabis for his or her own personal use is exempt from the requirement of obtaining 
a Medical Cannabis Delivery Service License. 

5.91.040  Fees and Term. 

A. Every Delivery Service shall first apply for a Medical Cannabis Delivery 
Service License, and pay a license application review and processing fee as established 
by resolution of the City Council from time to time. Upon approval of the Medical 
Cannabis Delivery Service License application, the Delivery Service shall pay to the city 
a fee per Delivery Vehicle as established by resolution of the City Council from time to 
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time, and the city shall issue a Delivery Vehicle authorization placard for each properly 
insured Delivery Vehicle. The annual Medical Cannabis Delivery Service License 
renewal fee shall be as established by resolution of the City Council from time to time. 
For purposes of completing a criminal background check, the city may adopt by 
resolution a procedure by which each applicant shall present to the city the prescribed 
amount set by the Department of Justice of the State of California for the processing 
of the applicant’s fingerprints against any duly established fingerprint data base that 
may be used for purposes of lawfully conducting a background check. 

B. All licenses issued to Delivery Services shall be valid for a term of one 
calendar year. 

C. None of the fees established pursuant to this section may be prorated or 
refunded by the city to an applicant. 

5.91.050  Application for License and Renewal. 

A. Every application for a Medical Cannabis Delivery Service License shall be 
signed by the applicant and shall contain: 

1. Name and address of the applicant.  If the applicant is an entity, 
such as a corporation, the application shall have names (such as trade names) and 
address(es) for the business and/or service of legal process and other notices to the 
entity.  Any applicant and recipient of a Medical Cannabis Delivery Service License 
shall have an obligation to continuously provide updated and current names and 
address(es). 

2. Kind and amount of public liability and property damage 
insurance covering each Delivery Vehicle. 

3. Valid driver’s license for any Delivery Driver and current 
registration for any and all Delivery Vehicle(s). 

4. All information required of applicants for a business license in the 
city. 

B. Whenever a Delivery Service submits an application for a Medical 
Cannabis Delivery Service License, or renewal thereof, the Delivery Service shall 
identify the number of Delivery Vehicles that will operate under a Medical Cannabis 
Delivery Service License.  Each Delivery Vehicle shall have an authorization placard 
that may be presented upon request whenever the Delivery Vehicle is providing 
services authorized pursuant to this chapter. No delivery of Medical Cannabis is 
authorized for any vehicle except for a Delivery Vehicle with an authorization placard 
issued pursuant to a valid Medical Cannabis Delivery Service License. 
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5.91.060  Investigation of Application; Decision and Notification. 

A. Each application shall be referred to the city manager or his or her 
designee or designated department in the city for review. 

B. The city manager, or his or her designee or designated department in the 
city, shall notify the applicant in writing of a decision on an application. A decision on 
an application (or renewal of a license) shall be to issue a valid Medical Cannabis 
Delivery Service License (or renewal thereof) or deny the application and not issue a 
license.  A decision from the city manager, or his or her designee or designated 
department in the city, shall be made within 7 business days of receipt of a complete 
(or deemed complete) application; provided, however, that the inability of the city to 
decide an application within such timeframe shall not be grounds for any 
administrative or judicial action or liability whatsoever against the city. 

C. A decision for denial of an application shall include the reasons therefor, 
and shall advise the applicant of the right to appeal. No license shall be issued unless 
a successful appeal of the denial is made. 

D. If an application for a Medical Cannabis Delivery Service License (or 
renewal thereof) is approved, an authorization placard for each Delivery Vehicle 
allowed to operate under the Medical Cannabis Delivery Service License shall be 
issued, and each authorization placard shall be specific to the Delivery Vehicle by 
unique vehicle identification method, such as the valid registration for the Delivery 
Vehicle or other unique identifying method. 

5.91.070  Appeal of Denial of Application. 

An appeal of a denial of an application for a Medical Cannabis Delivery Service 
License shall be processed as an appeal to the city manager pursuant to Chapter 2.08 
of the code. An appeal of the decision of the city manager may be processed pursuant 
to Section 2.08.230 as an appeal to the city council. 

5.91.080  Revocation and Suspension of License. 

A. The city may give notice to a Delivery Service of its intention to revoke a 
Medical Cannabis Delivery Service License. If deemed there is a risk to the general 
public’s health, safety or welfare for the Delivery Service to continue operations 
pending a revocation hearing, the city may suspend immediately the license and all 
rights and privileges thereunder until the hearing on revocation. 

B. The notice shall specify the reasons for the proposed revocation in 
sufficient detail so as to fully inform the Delivery Service of the reasons which have 
caused the notice to be given, and if the license has been suspended, the reasons for 
such suspension.  
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C. The notice shall specify a time and place at which a revocation hearing 
will be held before the city manager. The hearing before the city manager shall be 
processed like an appeal to the city manager pursuant to Chapter 2.08 of the code. An 
appeal of the decision of the city manager may be processed pursuant to Section 
2.08.230 as an appeal to the city council.  

5.91.090  Grounds for Denial, Revocation or Suspension. 

A. A Medical Cannabis Delivery Service License (or renewal thereof) may be 
denied, and an existing license may be revoked or suspended, if a Delivery Driver, 
license holder, or applicant: 

1. Has knowingly made a false statement in a material matter either 
in his or her application (or renewal of a license) or in any reports or other documents 
furnished by him or her to the city. 

2. Does not maintain and operate a Delivery Vehicle and other 
equipment in the manner and in the condition required by law and applicable state 
and city regulations. 

3. Is or has been required to register as a sex offender under the 
provisions of Section 290 of the California Penal Code. 

4. Within 5 years immediately preceding the application submittal 
date (or renewal of a license), has been convicted of any offense relating to the 
unlawful use, sale, possession or transportation of narcotics or habit-forming drugs, 
other than Cannabis, prohibited by any federal or state law. 

5. Within 5 years immediately preceding the application submittal 
date (or renewal of a license), has been convicted of any offense punishable as a 
felony or has been convicted of the crime of theft in any degree. 

6. Within 3 years immediately preceding the application submittal 
date (or renewal of a license), has been under suspension, revocation or probation by 
the California Department of Motor Vehicles for a cause involving the safe operation of 
a motor vehicle, or has been convicted of driving under the influence or reckless 
driving involving bodily injury. 

7. Within 3 years immediately preceding the application submittal 
date (or renewal of a license), has been found responsible for a motor vehicle accident 
causing death or personal injury. 

8. Within 1 year immediately preceding the application submittal 
date (or renewal of a license), has been involved in three or more motor vehicle 
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accidents unless evidence shows that none of the accidents were caused by or the 
fault of the Delivery Driver, license holder, or applicant. 

9. Has been convicted of any felony offense involving moral 
turpitude, “depraved conduct,” or similar vile conduct that “shocks the public 
conscience.” 

10. Has failed to pay the required license fees. 

11. Has violated any condition of a Medical Cannabis Delivery Service 
License issued to a Delivery Driver, license holder, or applicant. 

12. Has violated any provision of this chapter, Chapter 5.90, or any 
other provisions of the city’s code or any state law concerning the regulation of 
Cannabis. 

B. The grounds for denial identified above are based on the powers of the 
city under its general police power and obligation to protect and promote the public 
health, safety, and welfare. Nothing in this section shall preclude the police chief or 
other city or law enforcement official from providing a grounds for the denial of an 
application, or a revocation or suspension of an existing license, based on relevant 
facts and circumstances that affect the ability of Delivery Driver or Delivery Service to 
comply with this chapter. 

5.91.100  Delivery Service Compliance. 

A. Each Delivery Service shall comply with all local and state laws. 

B. Each Delivery Service shall obtain a Medical Cannabis Delivery Service 
License from the city, and any other license required by the code for operation of the 
Delivery Service in the city, such as a business license. 

C. Each Delivery Service shall maintain a written record of every request for 
Medical Cannabis, including the name of the requestor, the address for the delivery, 
the quantity and type of Cannabis requested, the date and time the delivery request is 
received, the Delivery Vehicle that is assigned to make the delivery, and the Delivery 
Driver who is assigned to make the delivery. 

D. Each Delivery Service shall assure that every Delivery Driver shall have a 
copy of the record of the delivery request during the delivery of any Medical Cannabis 
in the city. 

E. Whenever a Delivery Vehicle is making a delivery pursuant to this 
chapter, no Delivery Service shall permit any person other than a Delivery Driver, 
licensed in accordance with this chapter, to operate its Delivery Vehicles in the city. 
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F. No Delivery Service shall deliver or authorize the delivery of any Cannabis 
other than Medical Cannabis to a Qualified Patient or Caregiver. 

G. Whenever a Delivery Vehicle is making a delivery pursuant to this 
chapter, the Delivery Service shall have and may present upon request a current and 
valid recommendation from a doctor licensed by the state to issue a recommendation 
for use of Medical Cannabis to a Qualified Patient in the city. 

H. Deliveries of Medical Cannabis shall be only to private residences and 
Residential Care Facilities for the Elderly (RCFEs) operating pursuant to Chapter 3.2 
(commencing with Section 1569) of Division 2 of the California Health and Safety Code 
(as may be amended from time to time) and only if the RCFE authorizes delivery of 
Medical Cannabis to its facility.  

I. A Delivery Driver may possess no more than 8 ounces per patient of dried 
Cannabis, and no more than 50 packages of non-flower processed Medical Cannabis. 
All Medical Cannabis must be clearly packaged and labeled. 

J. Delivery Drivers shall be at least 21 years of age and shall be employees 
of the Delivery Service or an independent contractor under binding agreement with 
the Delivery Service as a Delivery Driver. 

K. A list of the names and contact information of each Delivery Driver shall 
be maintained by the Delivery Service, and the Delivery Service shall immediately 
provide the names and contact information of Delivery Drivers to the city upon 
request. 

L. Delivery Drivers shall not have more than $1,000 cash on their person or 
in a Delivery Vehicle at any one time. 

M. Medical Cannabis shall be stored in a secured case in the trunk portion of 
a Delivery Vehicle. No Medical Cannabis is permitted within any other portion of a 
Delivery Vehicle. 

N. All Medical Cannabis shall be tested for potency, pesticides, and micro-
biological ingredients to ensure products are safe for use by Qualified Patients. 

O. Testing information and credentials for Medical Cannabis shall be readily 
available for inspection by code enforcement and police officers, and delivered within 
24 hours if not immediately available. 

P. Each Delivery Service shall maintain, for a minimum of 3 years, a written 
accounting or ledger of all cash, receipts, credit card transactions, and 
reimbursements, (including any in-kind contributions) as well as records of all 
operational expenditures and costs incurred by the Delivery Service in accordance 
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with generally accepted accounting practices and standards typically applicable to 
business records. 

Q. Each Delivery Service shall pay any applicable state and local taxes for 
the delivery of Medical Cannabis within the city. 

5.91.110  Insurance and Hold Harmless Requirements. 

A. Any holder of a Medical Cannabis Delivery Service License shall hold 
harmless and protect the city and its officials, officers, employees and agents, from 
any loss or damage that allegedly arises under or may result to any person or property 
from any activity authorized under this chapter, including the operation of a Delivery 
Vehicle used by a Delivery Service. As a condition of approval for a license issued 
under this chapter, the City may require automobile insurance or other policies of 
insurance as would be reasonable to request of a Delivery Service operating pursuant t 
this chapter. 

B. If insurance is a condition of approval, no Medical Cannabis Delivery 
Service License shall be issued until the applicant first files with the city a certificate of 
insurance, on a form acceptable by the city. The certificate shall provide evidence of 
insurance in amounts and with conditions acceptable to the city and shall be 
approved by the city manager or his or her authorized designee. 

C. Each Delivery Service shall, and by acceptance of the license, does agree 
to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the city, its officers, agents and employees 
from any and all damages, claims, liabilities, costs (including attorney’s fees), suits or 
other expenses resulting from and arising out of the Delivery Service’s operations. 

5.91.120  Delivery Driver Requirements. 

A. Every Deliver Driver shall have a valid California Driver’s License when 
any delivery of Medical Cannabis is made. 

B. Every Delivery Driver shall have any applicable state license required for 
state authorization to operate the Delivery Service of Medical Cannabis. 

5.91.130  Fee Authorization. 

The city may adopt by resolution fees, service charges, or assessments in 
amounts sufficient to pay for the costs of carrying out the provisions of this chapter. 

5.91.140  Public Nuisance. 

Any use or condition caused, or permitted to exist, in violation of any provision 
of this chapter shall be, and is hereby declared to be, a public nuisance and may be 
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summarily abated by the city pursuant to Section 731 of the California Code of Civil 
Procedure or any other remedy at law. 

5.91.150  Violations. 

A. In addition to any other enforcement permitted by the La Quinta 
Municipal Code or state law, the city attorney may bring a civil action for injunctive 
relief and civil penalties against any person who violates any provision of this chapter. 
In any civil action that is brought pursuant to this chapter, a court of competent 
jurisdiction may award civil penalties and costs to the prevailing party. 

B. In addition to any other enforcement permitted by the La Quinta 
Municipal Code or state law, a violation or violations under this chapter may be issued 
an administrative citation and subject to fines pursuant to Section 1.09.020, as may be 
amended from time to time. 

C. In addition to any other enforcement permitted by the La Quinta 
Municipal Code or state law, the City Manager or his/her designee may summarily 
deny, suspend, or revoke any current or pending Medical Cannabis Delivery Service 
License and/or business license pursuant to the provisions set forth in Section 
2.04.100 (Appeals to Council) of Chapter 2.04, or other applicable procedural 
provisions in the municipal code, for any violation of this chapter. In addition to any 
other penalty imposed as part of a suspension or revocation of any license, a 
suspension or revocation of a Medical Cannabis Delivery Service License and/or 
business license pursuant to this section, after notice and public hearing and final 
determination for suspension or revocation, may result in the applicant, Delivery 
Driver, Delivery Service, and/or Delivery Vehicle operating under the suspended or 
revoked permit, (1) being ineligible to deliver Medical Cannabis in the city for up to 12 
months from the decision to suspend or revoke a license, and (2) being ineligible to 
apply or re-apply for a Medical Cannabis Delivery Service License or business license 
related thereto for at least one year if the prior license was revoked. 

5.91.160  Provisions in Chapter Cumulative. 

The prohibitions and provisions in this chapter are cumulative to any and all 
other prohibitions and regulations in the La Quinta Municipal Code concerning 
Cannabis, Medical Cannabis, and cannabis in general, and nothing in this chapter 
supersedes or shall be construed to conflict with any other prohibitions and 
regulations in the La Quinta Municipal Code, including Section 9.20.050, as may be 
amended from time to time. 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE )  ss. 
CITY OF LA QUINTA  ) 

I, SUSAN MAYSELS, City Clerk of the City of La Quinta, California, do hereby certify the 
foregoing to be a full, true, and correct copy of Ordinance No. ___ which was 
introduced at a regular meeting on the __ day of ______________, 2015, and was 
adopted at a regular meeting held on the __ day of ______________, 2015, not being 
less than 5 days after the date of introduction thereof. 

I further certify that the foregoing Ordinance was posted in three places within the 
City of La Quinta as specified in City Council Resolution No. 2014-013. 

_________________________________ 
SUSAN MAYSELS, City Clerk 
City of La Quinta, California 

DECLARATION OF POSTING 

I, SUSAN MAYSELS, City Clerk of the City of La Quinta, California, do hereby certify that 
the foregoing ordinance was posted on _______________, 2015 pursuant to Council 
Resolution. 

_________________________________ 
SUSAN MAYSELS, City Clerk 
City of La Quinta, California 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

 

 

 

 Big Rock Investment Priorities  

 

Big Rock Projects 
Most 

Important 
Important 

Minor 
Importance 

Total 

Public Safety Fund 15 4 0 19 

Unpaved Off Street Parking @ Top of the Cove (Tecate) 12 6 1 19 

Washington & Lake La Quinta Dr. Drainage Improvements 9 6 0 15 

North La Quinta Parkways (accelerated conversion) 9 2 0 11 

Washington & Avenue 50 Drainage Improvements  6 0 3 9 

Eisenhower Drive Drainage Improvements 0 6 2 8 

Fritz Burns Pool Refurbishment 3 2 2 7 

Amphitheater (Civic Center or Village Area) 3 4 0 7 

Expanded Code Compliance 6 0 0 6 

Village Drainage Improvements 0 6 0 6 

Economic Development Investments Village/ HWY 111 3 0 2 5 

New Corporate Facility Yard 0 4 0 4 

Indoor Sports Complex 0 0 4 4 

Park Improvement Program 3 0 1 4 

Bike & Pedestrian Connection to CV Link 0 4 0 4 

Pool Complex (North La Quinta)  0 2 1 3 

HWY 111 Park Refurbishment (non-Auto Center) 0 2 0 2 

Expanded Community Marketing Activities 0 2 0 2 

X Park - La Quinta Skate Park (operations) 0 0 1 1 

HWY 111 Corridor Median Refurbishment 0 0 1 1 

Neutral Convention Center (Multi-use Facility) 0 0 1 1 

Replace City Entry Monuments 0 0 0 0 

La Quinta Auto Center Parkway Refurbishment 0 0 0 0 

Theater - Cultural Center 0 0 0 0 

Community Center North La Quinta 0 0 0 0 

Pickle Ball Courts 0 0 0 0 

In-house Ad Agency 0 0 0 0 

Electronic Version of the Gem 0 0 0 0 

 
   

 Legend 
    Big Rocks presented by Staff 

    Additional Big Rocks recommended by Residents 
    Red Dot = 3 points per dot 
    Yellow Dot = 2 points per dot 
    Green Dot = 1 point per dot 
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Report to La Quinta City Council 

Palm Springs International Airport Commission Meeting 
December 21, 2016 

 
 
Budget:  Expenses are going according to plan, but revenues lag, due to the timing of 
airline payments.  Revenues are expected to come on strong during the season.  
Unrestricted cash is still on target for $4-5 million at year-end.  We continue to pay down 
old bonds at high interest rates. 
.   
Passenger Activity:  November’s passenger activity was up 14.2% from last year, 
making the YTD activity up by 5.5%. 
 
General:  

1. Drones:  Drone regulations have continued to be refined, and I have to 
restate that the only way to get the latest information is through the FAA’s 
website.   

2. The Commission completed the 5-year Capital Improvement plan, and 
approved it for submission to the FAA. 

 
TNC (Lyft, Uber, etc):  The Palm Springs City Council, at it’s last meeting, approved 
the plan for regulating these services.  The Commission and Management await 
instructions for implementing it.   
 
Ticketing Terminal Project:  The re-design and re-model of the ticketing terminal will 
be done in two phases: the summers of 2017 and 2018.  During this process, the 
existing counters will be moved back 15 feet, allowing more room in the passenger 
area. The ceiling will be raised up to 14 feet.  There is currently a suspended ceiling, 
which is much lower.  Baggage handling and TSA inspection areas will be streamlined, 
and will provide redundancy in case of a failure.  Additionally, we are installing 
underground baggage out to the airport security area.  If we decide to implement it, this 
will allow us to be the first airport in the nation to allow  in-car check-in and baggage 
checking at a kiosk near the airport entry. 
 
Next Meeting:  The next meeting is scheduled for January 18. 
 
.   
 
 
Submitted:   _________________________ 
  Robert G. Teal, Commissioner 
  Palm Springs International Airport 
  Email: bob@teal.us.com 
  Phone:  760-899-4171 
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