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West's Annotated California Codes. Penal Code. Part 1. Of Crimes and Punishments. Title 
14. Malicious Mischief. A§ 599d. Policy of state regarding adoptable and treatable animals

• Primary Citation: West's Ann. Cal. Penal Code A§ 599d 
• Country of Origin: United States 
• Last Checked: Septerrt>er, 2023 
I!llliU..Historical:

Summary: This law provides that it is the policy of the state that no adoptable animal should be euthanized if it 
can be adopted into a suitable home. (Editor's note: The law was part of SB 1785 (the Hayden J\ct) that expanded 
the holding time for companion animals and the duties of pounds and shelters who act as depositories for lost or 
stray animals). 

(a) It is the policy of the state that no adoptable animal should be euthanized if it can be adopted into a suitable home. Moptable animals include only
those animals eight weeks of age or older that, at or subsequent to the time the animal is impounded or otherwise taken into possession, have
manifested no sign of a behavioral or temperamental defect that could pose a health or safety risk or otherwise make the animal unsuitable for
placement as a pet, and have manifested no sign of disease, injury, or congenital or hereditary condition that adversely affects the health of the animal
or that is likely to adversely affect the animal's health in the future.

(b) It is the policy of the state that no treatable animal should be euthanized. A treatable animal shall include any animal that is not adoptable but that
could become adoptable with reasonable efforts. This subdivision, by itself, shall not be the basis of liability for damages regarding euthanasia.
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